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In June 2021, the Delaware County Historical As-
sociation, in partnership with Charles Cadkin, was 
awarded a National Film Preservation Foundation 
grant. The purpose of the grant is to help preserve 
Jules Victor Schwerinôs 1960 film, Indian Summer, 
about the destruction of Cannonsville and the sur-
rounding communities to create the Cannonsville 
Reservoir.  
 The project is now nearly complete. The origi-
nal scope of the project included creating new 
16mm prints from a 16mm reference print that was 
housed at the Library of Congress. Colorlab in 
Rockville, MD was handling the preservation of 
the film elements and printing the film back to 
16mm film. 
 During this process, it was discovered that the 
original 35mm film elements, including the origi-
nal 35mm negative, optical negative and fine grain 
positive were archived in the Museum of Modern 
Artôs collection in New York City. Following this 
new information, it was decided, with the participa-
tion of the Museum of Modern Art, the National 
Film Preservation Foundation and filmmaker and 
film preservationist, Bill Brand, to move forward 
with a 35mm film preservation of the film to 
achieve the highest quality results possible. 
 The 35mm negative of the film was digitally 
scanned in 4K resolution at Colorlab in late Febru-
ary 2022. The film and soundtrack were then as-
sembled in DaVinci Resolve Software by Bill 

Brand in New York City. 
The film went through mul-
tiple rounds of dust elimi-
nation and the soundtrack 
was cleaned up to remove 
audio hiss. Following this 
process, Bill Brand and 
Charles Cadkin worked to 
color grade the film, adjust-
ing the contrast and expo-
sure of each shot to make 

shots match within each scene and ensure that the 
film looks the best that it ever has. Once this pro-
cess was completed, the digital copy of the film 
was exported in 4K resolution and sent to Colorlab, 
where Colorlab will be printing new 35mm prints 
and a new 35mm negative from the 4K digital file. 
This process is in progress and looks to be com-
pleted by end of summer 2022. 
 Following the completion of this work, the 
Delaware County Historical Association will re-
ceive a new 35mm negative of the film, 35mm 
print, and a 4K digital copy of the film. The Muse-
um of Modern Art will receive a new 35mm print 
of the film as well.  
 Previous to the preservation, the only publicly 
available copy of the film was a standard definition 
VHS scan made in the late 1990s. The VHS copy 
was not an accurate representation of the quality of 
the film nor of the subject matter depicted. The 
new digital scan and 35mm prints accurately show 
the best representation of the film, likely to a better 
degree than if you were watching a 35mm print of 
the film in 1960. The film will be screened in Dela-
ware County at a date to be announced later this 
year. 

Indian Summer Film Preserved by Charles Cadkin 



2 

 

The Colchester Historical Society is partnering 
with the Delaware County Historical Association 
(DCHA) to present an exhibit of antique and vin-
tage quilts from Colchesterôs collection along with 
the Stadel Mountain quilts from Delaware County 
Historical Associationôs collection. A special dis-
play on the history of Hortonôs Stadel family quilts 
will be featured. We will be working with DCHA 
Collections Manager, Angela Gaffney, to select 
items from their collections to create vignette set-
tings to highlight artifacts that relate to local histo-
ry of the countyôs quilters, families that donated the 
quilts, and the history of utilitarian uses of this art 
form.  On Saturday, August 13, at 10 AM, artisan 
and collector of antique quilts, Mia Koerner, will 
give a lecture on the 
history, artistic and 
cultural value of 
antique quilts. 
 Quilts by area 
artisan quilters will 
make up half of the 
show highlighting 
how quilting arts 
have developed as a 
modern art form. 
Ellen Adams, a lo-
cal quilt artisan who 
was inducted into 
the Catskill Mt. 
Quilters Hall of 
Fame in September 
2015 as the first 
Folk Art Quilter In-
ductee, will help curate the modern quilt display.  
She is a member of the Calico Geese Quilt Guild of 
Sullivan County and has exhibited her prize-
winning quilts throughout the United States.  The 
show will have quilters from Delaware and Sulli-
van counties and artisans from outside these two 
counties.  
 The Colchester Quilt Show will take place at 
the Shinhopple Memorial Center, 1407 Trout 
Brook Road, Shinhopple.  The Colchester Histori-
cal Society has been supporting the restoration of 
this unique log cabin church structure. There are 
only eight other log cabin church structures in New 
York State and Shinhopple Memorial is the only 
such structure in the Catskill area.   
 
 
 

 The history of this log structure started in 1932 
when Shinhopple community members felt that 
they needed a permanent place to worship.  Proper-
ty was donated and church construction funding 
was provided by philanthropist Angelica L. Gerry, 
who also funded the building of the Episcopal 
Church in Lake Delaware and later St. Maryôs 
Episcopal Church in Downsville.  In January of 
1933 the construction of this unique log church was 
begun and finished in time to hold Easter Sunday 
services.  The building was in use as an Episcopal 
church until 1950 when declining membership 
forced its closure.  The chapel was decommis-
sioned by the Albany diocese on May 30, 1951 and 
plans were made to set up a non-profit community 

center for the ham-
let.  July 4, 1951, 
the center was ded-
icated to four local 
veterans who were 
killed in action in 
WWII: Richard O. 
McCarthy, Leonard 
I. Tompkins, Wil-
liam D. Francisco 
and William R. 
McKune.  On No-
vember 3, 1952 the 
land and building 
were turned over to 
the Shinhopple 
community.  The 
current mission of 
the Center is to 

provide community programming and event space, 
as well as promoting the history of the Shinhopple 
area.  The Center provides an excellent space for 
the quilt show and we hope the show will bring 
awareness to this restoration project.  
 The show opens Friday, August 12 from 1 to 
5; Saturday and Sunday, August 13 & 14 from 10 
to 5.  Admission to the show is $5, children under 
12 free.  
 All proceeds will support the Shinhopple Me-
morial Center and Colchester Historical Society 
Preservation Funds.  Other activities include a 
Quilterôs Basket Raffle, daily door prizes, County 
Tourism information packets, quilt and food ven-
dors. For additional information or directions 
please email: info@colchesterhistoricalsociety.org 
or call 607-363-7303. 

All Saints Chapel, Shinhopple, NY, ca. 1930s 
Courtesy of Colchester Historical Society 

Colchester Historical Societyôs Summer Quilt Show 
ñQuilts Between the Delaware River Valleysò  ~  August 12-14, 2022  

by Kay Parisi-Hampel, Colchester Township Historian 

mailto:info@colchesterhistoricalsociety.org
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BOVINA'S BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION!  
 

July 30 and 31, 2022 
The Bovina Center Hamlet, McIntoshõs Flat 

Parade, Food, Demonstrations,  

Vintage Baseball Game, Music 
 

For more information, go to http://bovinany.org/

Bovina2020.html or contact Ray LaFever 

at bovinahistorian@gmail.com or at 607-832-4609.  

DCHA Quilt Raffle 
 

This yearôs raffle item is an antique tied 
quilt with a Greek Cross Block Pattern. It 
measures 66 Ĳò x 81 İò. This quilt was do-
nated by a friend of DCHA to be used as a 
raffle item. The drawing for the raffle will 
be at DCHAôs Annual Meeting, November 
6, 2022. Tickets are enclosed in this news-
letter for your convenience.  

Prices Ninety Years Ago 
From The Delaware Republican, July 8, 1916 

 

Following are the prices of commodities and luxuries 
nearly a century ago. The prices, says an exchange, 
are taken from charges in an old ñcounter bookò of 
1825 ï 1826. 
 

Eggs, 4 cents a dozen. 
Butter, 8 cents a pound. 
Pepper, 50 cents a pound. 
Coffee, 31 cents a pound. 
Tea, $1.50 a pound. 
Wheat, 40 cents a bushel. 
Oats, 15 cents a bushel. 
Corn, 25 cents a bushel. 
Muslin, 20 cents and 37 İ cents a yard. 
Flowered wall paper, 4 İ cents a yard. 
Salt, 2 İ cents a pound.  
 
 

 

103rd Year for Catskill Mt. News 
From The Delaware Republican, July 8, 1965 

 

Last weekôs issue was number 1 of Volume 103 of 
the Catskill Mountain 
News, Margaretville, as a 
continuing newspaper 
founded as The Utilitari-
an in 1863.  
 The name Catskill 
Mountain News was 
adopted in 1902 to re-
place the Margaretville 
Messenger. The Utilitari-
an and the Catskill 
Mountain News were lat-
er merged.  
 A special centennial 
edition was published in 
1963 at the time of the 
town of Middletown bi-
centennial.  

http://bovinany.org/Bovina2020.html
http://bovinany.org/Bovina2020.html
about:blank
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Five diaries of Elbridge Hunter were purchased at 
a porch sale in Delhi in the summer of 1979 by In-
grida Gray for 25 cents each. After she finished 
reading them she donated them to DCHA in 1982.  
 

Elbridge Hunter was born in 1831 in Coles Cloves. 
He lived in Downsville. He worked at numerous 
occupations, including farm laborer and mill work-
er. In 1890 ï 91 he drove the US Mail Stage be-
tween Downsville and Walton, Monday through 
Saturday. He was a member of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, and became the commander of the 
Downsville Post of GAR in 1891. 
 

Note: Original spelling and grammar have been re-
tained. 
 
Tuesday July 1, 1890 
Vary Warm, I did not feel able to get out of the 
bed. Was take with a vary sever distress in my 
stomach & in the back of my shoulders. Was not 
able to tend to my Horses  got myself & team ready 
& drove to Walton had no Pasengers drove to de-
pot, got nothing there had one Pasenger to D. 4 
Cases T (?) & 1 bbl of crockery & 2 boxes for WR 
Wright SEH had been up with the up river stage 
come back tonight 
 

Wednesday July 2, 1890 
It Rained the most of the Day. I had to get ready as 
well as I could to get ready drive to Walton had my 
own Wagon a new top on. I have had HC Betts 
Wagon 4 days had no pasengers to W did not drive 
to Depot, had 2 from Walton got 1 Bag of Corn & 
1 of oats to Haverleys 1 Kegg of Beer Some Hose 
pip for CE Hulbert the Mail was late today SEH 
went up with the Margaretville stage I did not feel 
able to write in her 
 

Thursday July 3, 1890 
Cloudy & Sultry hot, it rained in the afternoon. I 
got up feeling just as miserable as any one could 
feel & yet I had to get ready for Walton had one 
Pasenger walked over to Depot before dinner to see 
if there was a bble of Watermelons for JJ Conton 
drove over there after diner & got it had 2 pa-
sengers 1 trunk Box of Bread & other stuff that 
mad a load. The roads are muddy & rough  SEH 
came home tonight 
 

Friday July 4, 1890 
It raing in some parts Lowrey the most of the day, 
nothing going on here this 4th of July morning. to 
remind anyone that it is the 4th had no Pasengers to 

Walton quite a Crowd there to see the Horse trot. 
Had one Pasenger to Downsville there was a Festi-
val at the Methodist Parsonage Eva tended all the 
afternoon. Alice down in the Evening, had to wait 
till 12 OôClock before she went up to Mr. Bulls.  
 

Saturday July 5, 1890  
Quite Cool all day, we were broke of our rest dur-
ing the night on account of the Horses I had to be 
around as usual to get ready to drive to Walton had 
5 pasengers to W. a Lady & her 2 children from 
Delhi, drove to Depot got nothing. Had one Pa-
senger & 9 case SD 2 mail bags & 2 Ex(?) pack. 
SEH came back after he met the other driver it is 
Cool Enough for a frost tonight.  
 

Sunday July 6, 1890 
No Frost a Fog. Pleasent Had to be around in the 
morning as usual tending to my Horses, then Eva & 
I fixed and tended Church. Alice was down was 
home for dinner then returned to her Place of work 
up to Mr Bulls George was down none of us tended 
the Evening service, it is quite Cool tonight I wrote 
a short letter to Green Braum Commissioner of 
Pensions Washington DC  
 

Monday July 7, 1890 
A Cool night & a Hot day I got ready after a while 
as well as I could with what little strength I could 
muster by drinking a little cider & got in shape to 
drive to Walton had one Pasenger 5 tubs butter WR 
Wrights Bread Box & 2 cases of Eggs, drove to 
Depot before dinner & after ha 2 pasengers 7 cases 
SD 1 Kegg  Beer 1 trunk & the Bread box. My 
team sweat vary much before I got to the top of the 
mountain.  
 

Tuesday July 8, 1890 
Vary Warm & Hot It had been the warmest night 
yet good for Corn, Kate Vernold was here for the 
night she is here to day & to night had 2 Pasengers 
to Walton did not drive to depot drove to Jim 
Knapps had 3 Pasengers to D Olive Hunter rode to 
Walton she is going up to Hamden to work for 
John Hubbert. My horses were met with sweat 
when I got to the top of the mountain, it is vary 
warm tonight.  
 

Tuesday July 15, 1890 
A Hot day dry & dusty. Had to get ready this warm 
morning to drive to Walton had 2 Pasengers Mrs. 
Doct Basett & Mrs. Smith the Evangelist Wife 
drove to depot got three trunks for F K Walkers 
Boarders had 1 pasenger to D a bag of Oats & 50 

Transcript: 1890 Diary of a Mail Stage driver 
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continued on page 8 

lbs meal to Haverleys, it is a 
warm day my Horses sweat 
so that it droped off as 
thought they had swam the 
river I felt so sick that I could 
not clean off my Horses or 
write in here went to bed as 
soon as I could.  
 

Wednesday July 16, 1890 
Another Hot day Dry & Hot I 
could hardly drag myself out 
of the bed I felt so miserable 
and got ready after a while & 
started for W no Pasengers. 
Did not drive to Depot rode 
over on the Buss. had 2 lady 
Pasengers to Downsville 
Miss Jenny Bassett & Miss 
Borden  a sewing machine & W Wrights Box of 
Bread had it Every day this week. Potatoes are 
$1.50 a bu in Walton. All green vegtables are in 
market, Everything neads rain vary much geting 
vary dry & dusty.  
 

Thursday July 17, 1890  
Vary Warm & it rained in the afternoon just 
enough to lay the dust it is six years ago today that 
My Father died & I was in vary poor health then. I 
made out to get ready after a while to drive to Wal-
ton, had 1 Pasenger & 1 tub butter did not drive to 
depot rode over in the Buss had 2 Cases Beer grain 
& a lot of Pack for my load to D no pasengers, 
there is a show in the village tonight 
 

Friday July 18, 1890 
Cool. It had turned cool in the night. I had to get 
ready to drive to Walton had no passenger to or 
from W. Drove to Depot after dinner got a lot of 
Freight for WR Wright & got grain to Haverleys 
for myself had some Ex pack had 2 Erands there is 
a show tonight the Little Family. Eva is to it, it is 
quite Cool tonight. I am feeling poorly tonight 
 

Saturday July 19, 1890 
Vary Cool in the morning rained some showers 
during the day it Hailed around here Had no pa-
sengers to W drove to Depot after dinner was load-
ing some boxes on & the Horses started jerked me 
out on the ground & run away over in the village 
before they stoped nothing hurt only myself my left 
arm vary bad so that I cannot use my hand had 1 
pasenger to D. Freight for WR Wright & a number 
of Pack tended the GAR Post only 9 there. I was 
taken with the Diarrhaea quite bad 
 

Sunday July 20, 1890 
Cool & Pleasant I was up 4 times during the night 
my arm & hand pained quite bad all night besides 
having the diarrhea a tough job to get out to tend to 
the Horses Could use only 1 hand. Eva help me 
Clean them off a little I did not tend Church was 
not able. Alice was down & was feeling quite bad 
with a severe Cold she had to return SEH went up 
to Robinsons to work in the Haying Eva tended the 
Epworth League it is Cold this evening.  
 

Monday July 21, 1890 
Cool this morning a frost in some places a Heavy 
fog here I did not hardly feel as though I could 
posibly get my Horses ready & harnessed this 
morning. Elvira & Eva had to help me get hitched 
up & ready to drive to Walton had 3 Pasengers 
drove to Depot got a lot of Freight for WR Wright 
had 1 Pasenger to D Len Elloitt & his boy rode 
from J Carpenters to D Eva went a Berrying today 
did not get many more Pickers than Berries a Tem-
perence Lecture to night 
 

Tuesday July 22, 1890 
A little warmer Pleasant it is reported that there 
was a frost in different places on the hills, yester-
day morning I had to get ready as well as I could 
for I did not feel able to stir by being hurt Saturday 
had 7 tubs butter & 1 Pasenger drove to Depot be-
fore dinner after got Freight for WR Wright no pa-
sengers to D a large 
 

Trunk 1 Kegg Beer & other stuff. Eva & Elva had 
been a Red Raspberryin gone all day another Tem-
perence lecture by the same man 
 

 

Unknown man in wagon. DCHA Archives. 
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Haying A Half-Century Ago 
The following is a  transcript from a June 1948 newspaper. 

Compare this oxen-powered rig of 59 years ago (1889) with the strange looking & noisy contrivances of today. 

Delawareôs annual big haying harvest is going into 
barns in a fashion that is a far cry from 50 years ago 
when the whole family turned out with scythe, hand 
rake and fork to do what is done today largely with 
motorized equipment. 
 Tractor-drawn mowers, side delivery rakes, hay 
loaders and gasoline or electric-powered hay hoists in 
barns have cut down on manual labor required and 
speeded the operation. Some farmers who have been 
putting up grass silage hardly touch the hay. Field 
choppers blow the grass into dump trucks which un-
load into an ensilage blower.  
 Hay has always been one of the most important 
Delaware County crops.  

 Pictured above is James A. Nichol of Hawley 
Station cutting hay in the old-fashioned way. This 
picture was taken on the Robert Terry farm, Cabin 
Hill, 59 years ago. The farm was cleared by Mr. 
Nicholôs grandfather, Alexander More, in 1804, and 
has always been in the same family. Mr. Nichol says 
that his pair of steers would mow as much hay in a 
day as a team of horses and could not be beat for tak-
ing a heavy load from the field to the barn. In 1889 
the mowing machine and dump rake were the last 
words in haying equipment. After the hay was raked 
it was put into haycocks and loaded into the wagon 
by hand. At the barn there was the tedious task of un-
loading by pitchfork and mowing the hay away.  

 

Delaware a ñFreakò River 

From The Delaware Express, August 6, 1937 
 

An exchange says: Collectors of those ñstrange as it may seemò facts, apparently have overlooked Stam-
ford because a person can stand on the side of the West Branch of the Delaware river there and throw a 
stone that will go across the river five times and still land on the same side of the river. The river, which 
has its source there, is just a small stream and it winds through a field as its start in snake fashion, zig-
zagging five times within a space of less than 200 feet.  
 It is related that in the early days Indians, expert with bow and arrow, would stand at a certain point 
near Stamford and shoot an arrow which would cross the river seven times, due to its zig-zagging course.  
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From the Archives: Graduating Exercises from Roxbury High School, Class of 1905 
by Ray LaFever 

In the Jennie Hewitt Dolan collection are a few 
items of ephemera relating to local schools. I was 
struck by this program for the graduation of the 
Roxbury High School, Class of 1905.  
 

What particularly stood out was the size of the class 
ï three people, Andrew Hamilton, George Hubbell 
and John Sanford. All three had speaking roles dur-
ing the exercises. Iôm assuming that several of the 
other speakers/performers were other students in the 
school.  
 

Grace Doland, who provided the vocal solo of 
ñDown by the Old Mill,ò as well as being part of a 
quartet for the ñCommencement Marchò and of the 

trio that did ñFarewell Songò was Jennieôs future 
stepdaughter. Jennie, a widow, married David Do-
land in 1906. I had hoped to find in Jennieôs diary 

that she attended this event, but for some reason, she 
did not.  
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Woodchucks Avenged:  
Hunter Breaks Leg in Ground Hogôs  

Hole After Killing Five 

From the Delaware Express August 6, 1937 
 
The Catskill mountain woodchuck, unprotected by 
the game laws of New York and considered a pest, 
unwittingly took revenge on the chief executioner 
of the woodchuck colony near this mountain resort 
Friday when a curious accident sent Martin 
Kracke, florist of Passaic and Rutherford, NJ back 
home with a broken leg.  
 For 18 years, Kracke has been coming to 
Stamford to indulge in his favorite pastimeï
shooting woodchucks. Neighboring farmers have 
been his friends and the woodchucks had little rea-
son to celebrate his return each year. The farmers 
have welcomed Kracke as woodchucks destroy 
young green crops and the dairy cows of this dis-
trict have been menaced. Cattle have broken 
through the burrows of the mammals and suffered 
broken legs. The revenge of the ground hog, the 
pest, came in the form of a similar injury. 
 Despite Krackeôs unerring aim with a repeat-
ing rifle, the woodchucks have continued to in-
crease in numbers. When he arrived more than a 
week ago with his wife and daughter, Joan, aged 
seven, and took up his residence at Elm Tree cab-
ins, omens for another woodchuck slaughter were 
bright and when he went out with his gun he readi-
ly confirmed the reports.  
 It was dawn on the mountain slopes on the 
road between Stamford and Hobart when he took 
his place on the firing line. He had left his car by 
the roadside and was about half a mile from the 
road. As he was about to draw sights on the sixth 
woodchuck, after he had killed five, he broke 
through into a burrow and fractured his left leg.  
 After dragging the injured leg for some dis-
tance, he tried making splints of saplings and 
shreds of his shirt, then struggled forward until he 
was within a quarter of a mile of the highway. He 
could go no farther and hailed one automobile 
driver after another, but in vain. Then he rolled up 
his trouser to expose the injured leg, and hailing 
the cars as they went by, pointed to the injury. 
This seemed to avail nothing until a Mr. Bedell 
happened along.  
 He assisted the injured man to his car and 
took him to the Smith farm, between Hobart and 
Bloomville where a telephone call brought Dr. F. 
Dickson Brown of Hobart.  
 In the surgeonôs equipment was a portable 
flurescope, which showed the large bone between 
the ankle and knee had been badly fractured. 

 Kracke was brought to Elm Tree cabins and 
shortly after noon the injured man, in splints and 
wrapped in blankets, was started on his journey to 
Passaic. 
 Kracke is well known here. He was formerly 
assistant to John Watson, Stamford florist, when 
the latter was head gardener for Mrs. Alice 
McLean, at her estate in South Kortright.  
 Kracke said before leaving, that after he had 
broken his leg, several woodchucks, coming out of 
their burrows, sat up and watched him as he 
crawled along toward the roadside. Mrs. Kracke 
and the daughter were not here at the time of the 
accident, having returned to New Jersey. For four 
years, the woodchuck hunter had been making his 
home with Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins during his sum-
mer vacation period here, and when the new cab-
ins were completed this season the Krackes moved 
into one of them.  
 ï Stamford Correspondent in Oneonta Star.  
 

fe 

1890 Diary continued from page 5 

 
Wednesday July 23, 1890 
Pleasant Had to get ready as usual to drive to 
Walton, had one Pasenger Miss Borden. Eva 
went over to day I did not drive to Depot til 
after dinner Eva & I rode over & back in the 
hack, had 4 pasengers to D Mrs. C Willson 
Carrie Croughton Berthie Willson & S.A. 
Knapp had to leave one of my hind wheels to 
the shop to have a new tire on this has been a 
good hay week we need rain vary much vary 
dusty on the roads.  
 

Thursday July 24, 1890 
Lowery & it rained a little in the afternoon I 
felt almost useless & as though I could not do 
anything I did get ready & drove to Walton 
had 4 pasengers to Walton drove to Depot be-
fore dinner got a lot of Freight for WR Wright 
Watermelons & other grocereys had 2 passen-
gers to Downsville, this is my Birthday 59 
years. Alice came home tonight to stay til 
Sunday. 
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From Cauliflower Recipes ~ Catskill Mountain Cauliflower 

This booklet was prepared in 1931 by a committee 
of women representing the three sponsoring organi-
zations. The recipes given are those used in the 
homes of the growers of Catskill Mountain Cauli-
flower.  
Sponsored by:  
§ Bovina Cauliflower Growers Cooperative, Inc., 
Bovina, NY 

§ Walton-Hamden Cauliflower Growers Coopera-
tive, Inc., Walton, NY 

§ Margaretville Cauliflower Growers Coopera-
tive, Inc., Margaretville, NY 

 
 
Introduction into the Catskills 
High up in the sun-bathed, rain-kissed Catskills, the 
late Mr. W.F. Van Benschoten introduced the first 
cauliflowers to this famous section. It was the year 
1891 that this pioneer grower first raised a number 
of cauliflower on his mountain top farm north of 
Margaretville. The following year his production 
was sufficiently large to allow him to introduce the 
Catskill Mountain cauliflower to the consumers of 
New York City. It was so well received by them 
that Mr. Van Benschotenôs acreage devoted to the 
production of cauliflower increased from year to 
year. Because of his success, his neighbors were 
induced to attempt its cultivation, until now over 
100,000 crates of this delectable vegetable, growing 
to its finest state on these Catskill Mountain farms, 
are shipped each year from this section to the lead-
ing markets of the country. The first shipments are 
generally made by the middle of July and terminate 
in late October or early November. 
 
 
Baked Cauliflower  
(Serves six) 
1 medium-sized head of Catskill Mountain Cauli-
flower 
İ cup grated cheese 
İ cup cracker crumbs 
Butter, salt, pepper 
 

Cook cauliflower until nearly tender in salted water. 
Drain and place a layer of cauliflower on the bottom 
of casserole or baking dish. Sprinkle grated cheese 
over this. Alternate cauliflower and cheese until all 
is used. Pour milk over this, dot with butter, and 
sprinkle cracker crumbs on top. Bake for about 30 
minutes.  
 
 

 
Catskill Mountain Cauliflower a-la-Huntington 
Prepare cauliflower as for boiled cauliflower and 
steam until soft. Separate in pieces and pour over it 
the following sauce: 
Mix 1 İ teaspoons mustard, 1 ı teaspoons salt, 1 
teaspoon powdered sugar and ı teaspoon paprika. 
Add yolks of 3 eggs slightly beaten, ı cup olive oil, 
and İ cup vinegar in which İ teaspoon of finely 
chopped onion has simmered five minutes. Cook 
over hot water until mixture thickens. Remove from 
fire and add İ tablespoon curry powder, 2 table-
spoons melted butter, and 1 teaspoon finely 
chopped parsley.  
 
Cauliflower Salad in Tomatoes 
Peel six tomatoes, cut off stem end and scoop out 
seeds. Fill tomatoes with bits of cold boiled cauli-
flower, baste with French dressing, put tablespoon 
catsup in center of each and serve on lettuce leaves.  
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Whose Side Was He On? by Gwen Spicer 
From Spicer Art Conservation (spicerart.com) http://insidetheconservatorsstudio.blogspot.com/ 

If you grew up in the Northeastern United States, 
you probably learned early on that the ñRedcoatsò 
were the enemy in conflicts fought in the early 
days of the fledgling country. The ñRedcoatsò 
were the British, of course. Schoolbook illustra-
tions of the War of 1812 featured red-coated Ca-
nadian troops as well in descriptions of the battles. 
Today, re-enactors in the Niagara region of Ontar-
io proudly wear their red coats when educating 
tourists about the heroes of the Canadian side. 
 But those 
schoolbook illus-
trations are mis-
leading, as we 
recently learned 
from a beautiful 
uniform that came 
into our care from 
the Delaware 
County Historical 
Association. This 
scarlet coatee 
with black collar 
and cuffs was 
likely to have 
been worn by a 
New York or New 
England patriot. 
The fine, dense 
wool was almost 
certainly spun and 
woven in Eng-
land, based on its 
quality, but the 
coatee was proba-
bly tailored for a soldier on the southern side of 
the 45th parallel. 
 In 1812, the U.S. regular army was growing 
but fairly small and the country still was depend-
ent on state militias for much defense. Soldiers in 
some Connecticut militias, for instance, wore red 
coats with black trim that would be indistinguisha-
ble from the coat in our care. Musicians, indispen-
sable for armies at the time, often wore ñreversed 
colorsò and so even in regiments such as the New 
York City Artillery, who wore blue with red trim, 
a drummer or trumpeter might be clothed in red. 
U. S. Cavalry troops throughout the North East 
also frequently wore red. 
 We may not know who wore this uniform, but 
he certainly had a fine tailor! The quality of 
the fulled red twill fabric is impressive and the 
stitching meticulous. Unfortunately, the past 200 

years have not been kind. The plain-weave front 
lining (woven from unbleached white wool sin-
gles) was riddled with holes from insect damage. 
The black collar and cuffs, made of fustian 
(similar to corduroy) were faded to brown and 
quite ragged from wear. 
 In preparing the coatee for display, the goals 
were to protect all the fabrics while leaving them 
visible for examination and simultaneously pre-
senting the garmentôs handsome appearance in the 

best possible way. 
To accomplish 
this, the fine lin-
ing was fitted 
with a sheer over-
lay. The overlay 
will allow the 
coatee to be 
slipped on and off 
a mannequin 
without damage. 
 The thickset 
cuffs and collar 
were also protect-
ed with an over-
lay stitched in 
place. For this, a 
nearly invisible, 
soft netting was 
applied in areas 
of wear. Once 
those areas were 
protected, the yel-
low trims were 
reattached where 

they had come loose. 
 Finally, custom pillows were fitted in place so 
that creases that would weaken the fabric could 
not develop in storage.  
 The provenance of this bit of history are still 
being researched by the historical societies that 
have cared for it. Someday we may know the 
name and regiment of this soldier. In the mean-
time, we can celebrate his memory by admiring 
his uniform. 
 Thanks to Shaun Pekar (on Facebook and 
shaunpekar@gmail.com) and Matthew Keagle of 
Fort Ticonderoga (https:/
www.fortticonderoga.org) for their patience, ex-
pertise and valuable insights in helping with this 
posting. 
 

http://www.dcha-ny.org/
http://www.dcha-ny.org/
http://www.dcha-ny.org/
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The saying often goes that an army marches on its 
stomach. Clever metaphors aside, however, sol-
diers with bare feet likely made less progress than 
those with empty bellies. Although the blockades 
and boycotts of the War of 1812 taught New 
Yorkers the importance of having a healthy do-
mestic manufacturing base, industrial production 
in the northern states gained momentum during the 
Civil War. The Catskill regionôs abundant hem-
lock trees supported a burgeoning leather tanning 
industry that provided the raw materials for boots 
during the war.  
 

Tanning flourished in the Catskills prior to the 
war, spawning huge factories and wealthy financi-
ers such as Zadock Pratt. By 1860, a report on in-
dustry in New York calculated that the Catskill 
counties of Delaware, Sullivan, Schoharie, and 
Ulster produced over seven million dollarsô worth 
of leather - over two billion dollars in todayôs 
money. 
 

While most tanneries preferred to use oak bark to 
produce a light colored leather, the Catskills were 
populated mainly by hemlock in the 19th century. 
Leather tanned with hemlock bark was darker and 
redder than oak tanned products, and was viewed 
by consumers and manufacturers as a less desira-
ble product.  
 

According to historian David Stradling, the unap-
pealing color of Catskills leather relegated its use 
to leather boot soles, a demand that rose during the 
war, along with the need for belts, reins, and har-
nesses. The soldiers that marched away on Cats-
kills leather were likely as native as the material 
on their feet, as over 300 regiments from New 
York comprised the Union Army. Indeed, the state 
is known for having sent the most soldiers to war.  
 

Soldiers who returned home from the war with an 
amputated limb - around 60-70,000 limb amputa-
tions were performed due to combat related inju-
ries - might also find their ambulation aided once 
again by a product of the Catskill forest. A majori-
ty of the wood and leather used in the manufacture 
of artificial limbs drew on east coast resources. 
One of the largest manufacturers, A.A. Marks of 
New York City, boasted a limb factory that had 
grown to 10,000 square feet by 1890.  
 

However, as the number of soldiers requiring arti-
ficial limbs decreased, the factories that relied on 
products from the Catskill forests followed suit. 
The organic nature of many artificial limbs pre-
vented a large number of them from surviving into 
the 21st century. But the legacy of the leather that 
helped the north win the Civil War lives on in the 
Catskills.  

$ &     History Corner    $ &  

The Soles of the Civil War: Catskills Leather Manufacturing by Samantha Misa 

 
 

Enchanted Evening at the Gideon Frisbee House ~ Saturday July 23 
 

After a pandemic-forced break, DCHA will once again host its annual ñEnchanted Evening at the His-
toric Gideon Frisbee Houseò on Saturday July 23rd, 2022 from 6 to 9pm. 
 

Friends and neighbors are invited to a tasteful and unforgettable evening of food, music and mingling 
under the stars at the Delaware County Historical Associationôs site on Route 10, 2.5 miles north of 
Delhi.  The evening of spirited socializing will offer an extensive buffet and dessert, plus a variety of 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic refreshments.  
 

The Enchanted Evening is a way of thanking current members for their support, and encouraging non-
members to join the Delaware County Historical Association.  Current DCHA members will be admit-
ted free.  Non-members will be asked to join the Historical Association at the door: $20 individuals; 
$30 couples or families; $15 senior citizens/students. (these prices include a 1-year membership to 
DCHA). 
 

Reservations are encouraged, but not required. If you are able, we would gladly accept a dish-to-pass! 
To RSVP or for more information call 607-746-3849, or e-mail: dcha@delhi.net 

mailto:dcha@delhi.net
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Headwaters of History 
Headwaters of History is produced by 
the Delaware County Historical Asso-

ciation. All rights reserved 
Editor: Tim Duerden 

Designer: Angela Gaffney 
 
We encourage the submission of arti-
cles relating to this countyôs history 
or the activities of local history or-
ganizations. 
 

DCHAôs Board of Directors 

Richard Meyer, President; Sheila 
Ayres, Vice-President; Roy Scrim-
shaw, Treasurer; Margaret Kearney, 
Kay Parisi-Hampel, Gabrielle Pierce, 
Virginia Sanford,  Michael Wood. 

DCHAôs H. Fletcher Davidson Library/Archives is open year-round 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10am to 3pm. By Appointment Only. 
We will also answer mail and e-mail queries for a $15 fee. 

For more information on the libraryôs holdings, contact DCHA. 
 

DCHA is located on State Hwy 10, 2.5 miles north of Delhi. 
Our address is 46549 State Highway 10, Delhi, NY 13753. 

For more information call (607) 746-3849 or 
send us an e-mail at: dcha@delhi.net  

www.dcha-ny.org 
Visit us on Facebook 

 
The A. Lindsay and Olive B. OôConnor Foundation, Inc. 

The Tianaderrah Foundation 
The Santora Family Trust 

The Walter & Anna  Burchan Trust 
The Robinson-Broadhurst Foundation 

Museum Staff 
Tim Duerden, Director 

Angela Gaffney, Collections Manager 
Ray LaFever, Archivist 
Samantha Misa 

Volunteers 
Susan Frisbee, Membership 
Helen Casey, Library 

 

Amazon Smile ~ When you shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/16-6056267 Amazon donates to DCHA. 

Delaware County Historical Association 
46549 State Highway 10 
Delhi, NY 13753 
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