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&  New Books available at DCHA   &  

 

Echoes of the Past: Colchester Sta-

tion (Weedôs Bridge) by Beatrice G. 

Bennett. This compressed history of 

the hamlet of Weedôs Bridge, later 

called Colchester Station, from primi-

tive land holding to a working commu-

nity, includes numerous pictures and a 

directory of early families at Weedôs Bridge. $15.00 

 

World War II Prisoners of War From Walton, NY 

by Rich Grossmann. This is an account of nine men 

with connections to Walton NY who were prisoners 

of war in Nazi Germany and one in Japanôs Philip-

pine POW Camp OôDonnell. This is their story, told 

by family, military archives and records and when 

possible, in-person interviews. From farms and fami-

ly to the battlefield, they endured D-Day and Omaha 

Beach, Bataan, hidden pillboxes, dodged bullets and 

watched friends die. $12.00 

Historic New York: A Tour of More Than 120 of 

the Stateôs Top National Landmarks by Karen 

McLaughlin Cuccinello. This essential guide to the 

most memorable historic sites in New York State is 

organized by geographic locations, including: Adi-

rondack Mountains, Capital Dis-

trict, Catskill Mountains, Central 

Region, Chautauqua ï Allegany, 

Finger Lakes, Hudson Valley, 

Long Island, New York City, Ni-

agara Frontier and Thousand Is-

lands. Whether you are a history 

enthusiast, a local visitor, or a 

tourist, there is something for eve-

ryone in this guide to New Yorkôs 

past. New York is home to more 

than 270 National Historic Land-

marks. $21.95 
 

 

Vintage Baseball Doubleheader  

at DCHA 
 

Saturday, July 24  

11:30 am ï 2:30pm 
 

Come watch the Mountain Athletic Club, 

the Delhi Base Ball Club and the Bovina 

Dairymen play two games of vintage base-

ball with rules from 1864 and 1865.  
Free Admission. 

Stamford Seminary Baseball team, 1907 
Back row L ï R: Aire, Sub.; Peters, S.S.; Smith, R.F.; 

Prof. Elder, Mg.; Wyckoff, C.F.; Raeder, 3.B.;  

Poppinco, L.F. 

Front row L ï R: Moffatt, 2.B.; Benjamin, P.;  

Kittle, I.B & Capt.; More, C.  
From DCHA Archives 
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Benefit Raffle 
 

This yearôs raffle item is a 

framed Cross Stitch Wil-

liamsburg Street Sampler. 

Made and donated by a 

friend of DCHA. The draw-

ing for the raffle will be at 

DCHAôs Annual Meeting, 

November 7, 2021. Tickets 

are enclosed in this newslet-

ter for your convenience.  

 

 

From the Archives: 4-H Style Revue by Ray LaFever 
 

In scanning pictures taken by Delhi photographer Bob Wyer 80 years ago this summer, I found this 

shot from a 4-H style revue, dated August 6, 1941. The event took place at Delaware Academy. I rec-

ognize one person in this image: second row, third from the left is Betty Horton Oles, who later was 

my sixth-grade teacher. If you recognize anyone else, please let us know! 

By a singular coincidence, three former school 

teachers of New York City, who resigned to 

marry, are now asking to be given employment 

again because their husbands are all in lunatic 

asylums, incurably insane. The plea is that to 

all intents and purposes these women are wid-

ows, and as they are all competent and possess 

certificates, they may rightly be restored to the 

teachersô list.  
 From the Delaware Gazette 

 January 1, 1902 
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Excerpt from ñFolklore from a Valley that Died,ò by 

Norman Studer, in New York Folklore Quarterly 12 

(1956): 

 Before the land with all of its richness of hu-

man history and tradition was flattened into the ano-

nymity of a lake bottom, we were able to salvage 

some of the lore of the past. Going into the [East 

Branch] valley each summer with a group of chil-

dren, we met a number of older people who shared 

their memories with us. These old people, all in their 

eighties, were an important link with the past; and the 

past still seemed very near at hand when we talked to 

people who in their youth were part of the ñage of 

homespun.ò 

 The Delaware was an ideal highway to carry 

the produce to market. Lusty raftsmen piloted rafts 

down the river to the big cities hundreds of miles 

away. This began shortly after the Revolution. By 

mid-century rafting was at its peak, but by 1900 the 

rafts were few for the valley had settled down to the 

prosaic work of farming. Its timber resources had 

been exhausted.   

 We interviewed Orson Slack in his carpentry 

shop in Arena and were told stories of his rafting ex-

periences. The gentle old man of 84 still filed saws & 

made furniture with the sure hands of a craftsman. 

Sitting in his dusty shop we looked through a window 

across the level bottom lands, which once served as 

ñbanking groundò where logs were assembled to be 

made into rafts and floated down the river. Orsonôs 

uncles and his father were raftsmen in the heyday of 

rafting from Arena, and he claimed to have taken the 

last raft from 

that village. 

 Slackôs 

description of 

the rafts was full 

of well-

remembered de-

tails. The small 

rafts of the East 

Branch were 

about 35 feet 

long, and were 

called colts. 

When the colts 

reached the 

main part of the 

river at Hancock 

they were joined together in larger rafts. Long oars 

fore and aft were used for steering. Six men usually 

took the rafts down the river. The steersman had to 

know every snag and riffle in the river for 200 miles. 

As he moved around he kept calling, ñPull Pennsyl-

vania,ò or ñPull Jersey,ò according to the riverbank 

towards which the raft was to be steered. 

 ñWhen you get in them big curves in the river 

you have to pull well,ò Slack said. He spoke of raft-

ing in the present tense. There were danger spots in 

the eighteen miles of the East Branch: Tottenôs Gut, 

Mulnickôs Bend, Whitneyôs Rock, Shaverôs Turn and 

Rock Eddy. All are now covered by the reservoir. On 

the main Delaware, Mr. Slack recalled Foul Rift was 

one of the most dangerous spots. It was three miles 

long, but the river was so rapid that the raft ran down 

it in just over four minutes. Often rafts were smashed 

to pieces on the rocks and snags.  

 ñOnce we struck a root at Shaverôs Turn about 

six miles below Arena and lost two or three logs on 

one side. As the steering oar came around I jumped 

over it and it struck me some 30 feet into the river. 

When the raft came by I swam up and came on the 

hind end. We landed at the flats, gathered the logs 

and put up for the night at a nearby house.ò 

 Rafting was hard work. ñThe raftsmen was 

rough. They didnôt care what they done. Still,ò Mr. 

Slack added with a smile, ñyou can have fun on a raft 

if you want to make a clown of yourself. I was just as 

rough as the rest of them, but I dassnôt tell a story 

about myself.ò 

 ñIt was a pleasure, a real pleasure to be on a 

raft. Some-

times it was 

pretty raw and 

rainy, and 

sometimes 

snowy. But 

when it was 

nice weather it 

was a wonder-

ful trip. The 

sights you see 

on the Dela-

ware River is 

the most won-

derful things in 

the whole 

United States.ò 
Hubbell Raft, East Branch, 1908. From DCHA Archives 

continued on next page 

Folklore from a Valley that Died by Norman Studer 
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 During our many visits to the old carpentry 

shop in Arena we came to measure the full stature of 

the man. He was a man skilled in his trade and proud 

of it. He was proud of his long hands and what they 

could do. He had a deep regard for good and consci-

entious workmanship, qualities which he felt were 

forgotten in modern times. ñIn the old days,ò he said, 

ñwhen they mowed a field along the fence they 

would take a jackknife and tidy up the ends.ò 

 His roots were deep in the valley. Orson 

Slackôs great grandfather was one of the first settlers 

in the district above the reservoir, near Margaretville. 

He was one of the eight men who walked fifty miles 

across the mountains from Kingston.  They carried 

bags of wheat on their backs.  Each took two acres of 

land, which they cleared and planted. The next spring 

they brought their families. Mr. Slackôs grandfather 

had the first gristmill in the area. A hollowed out 

hickory stump served as a mortar. The pestle was sus-

pended from a hickory sapling. Slack still remem-

bered the stories told by his grandfather who had 

been born in 1785 and died at the age of 96, when the 

grandson was fifteen years old. 

 ñIôve been West and Iôve been South,ò Slack 

told us. ñIôve worked at almost everything. We was 

brought up on work. But I kin tell you thereôs no 

place like right here in this old valley. Thereôs an old 

saying here that if you once wet your feet in the Dela-

ware youôll always come back.ò 
 

Entertainment at the Delaware County Fair  

ÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕÕ 

In 1981 Alma Lynch wrote and produced a program 

about the Delaware County fair for the WDLA radio 

station. It was aired in August of that year. The fol-

lowing are excerpts from her script: 

 Welcome to our program on the Delaware 

County Fair. Iôm Alma Lynch along with Bryan 

Steele. High on the list of those deserving accolades 

and plaudits are the dedicated men and women who 

give so tirelessly of their time to bring us an annual 

county fair. Thatôs right, the planning and execution 

of the fair has become a year-long project.  

 Almost from 

the beginning, enter-

tainment was a feature 

of the county fair with 

local participation as a 

highlight. For in-

stance, in the earlier 

years horse trot races 

with area contestants 

was one of the main 

attractions.  

 Secretarial 

minutes indicate that 

there must have been 

agents of entertainers 

who approached the 

directors about book-

ing their clients. On 

Feb. 10, 1914, as an example, the Society entered into 

a contract with Henry Meyerhoff of New York City 

to provide, for the sum of $800, the attractions of 

Thomas S. Baldwin Aeroplane, the Bounding Hay 

Wagon and the Three Gladenbacks in two acts.   

 The Society went so far as to make a state-

ment about the entertainment in some of the Fair 

Books, which were a part of the Fair from the very 

first. This is what the Society printed with regard to 

the entertainments offered: ñSpecial Attractions. Each 

day of the Fair. This Society has been to great ex-

pense in furnishing the best attractions possible.ò One 

of the popular attractions presented was The Bijou 

Circus, advertised as representing in an elegant man-

ner a one-ring circus. Three people. Two ponies. 

Three dogs. And the added incentive for enjoying the 

circuséPony wear-

ing rubber shoes 

makes no noise. The 

Circus was described 

as a combination of 

ideal entertainment.  

 At the 16th 

annual Fair held Sept. 

2,3,4 and 5 in 1902 

the big attraction was 

Queen Bess, High 

Jumper ridden by 

Miss Lillian Hoff-

man. Miss Lillian 

Hoffman was billed 

as the worldôs great-

est horsewoman, di-

rect from London. 

Her publicity noted that she would ride Queen Bess 

over jumps six feet high, a challenge for any Ameri-

can Lady. We donôt know if any American Lady ac-

cepted that challenge, but the local residents were 

urged to see Miss Hoffman at the Walton Fair.  

ñLucky Teter Motor Stunt Showò at the Delaware County Fair, 

August 22, 1941. Photo by Bob Wyer. DCHA Archives 



5 

 

 

Dog Had An Eventful Life 
 

ñShep,ò the shepherd dog of R.M. Paterson, 

passed away Sunday. He was a dog that came 

out in the field from some place unknown 18 

years ago as Mr. Paterson was working, and 

seemed tickled to death to see him. In his adven-

tures, he was shot through the stomach by a bul-

let and nearly died; had a leg broken by a cow; 

and was run over by a car, but lived through all. 

He was a great pet with the railroad men and al-

ways made his daily trips to the depot, and was a 

great friend to the children.   

ï Franklin Depot Cor.  
 From the Delaware Republican 

 December 19, 1930 

Opening of Galli-Curci Theatre Building in 1922  
Delaware and Northern Railroad Company Office on second floor; employees seated in second-floor windows, 

from left to right: James J. Welch ï Vice President and Superintendent; Charles A. Snyder, Sr. ï Freight Ac-

countant & Assôt. Dispatcher; Ira Terry ï Train Dispatcher; James Walsh ï Clerk; Harry J. Miller ï Bookkeep-

er; Andrew Benjamin ï Clerk; Harry G. Eckert ï Head Accountant. 

First Floor ï Left, entrance to Sanford Chevrolet Company; Right, entrance to Galli-Curci Theatre; Far Right, 

outside cellar stairs lead to the Catskill Mountain News Office and Pressroom.  
Photo donated to DCHA by Isabelle B. Fenton in 1998 

We Might Try This 
 

An editor dreamed one night that he had decid-

ed for once in his career to get out a paper that 

was entirely satisfactory. Every item that was 

written for this exceptional issue was carried 

around to the different readers of the paper and 

if any objection was raised it was killed. The 

paper went to press as usual and when the pa-

trons unfolded it they found nothing but a blank 

sheet. The editor slept sweetly the balance of 

the night soothed with the thought that he had 

printed nothing to offend anybody and that for 

once his paper was entirely satisfactory.  

ï Exchange.  
 From the Delaware Republican  

 March 3, 1923 
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In 1998 Cora Scudder and Elsie Reynolds donated a 

collection of diaries to DCHA, written by Jennie 

McKenzie Hewitt Doland (pictured right) of Hal-

cottsville, between 1877 ï 1928. 

The following is an excerpt. Original spelling & 

grammar have been retained: 

 

Friday July 1, 1910 

A very warm day but cloudy and smoky. Ther 90. 

Mary Miller and I went up to Isabells this am got 

home at 5:15 
 

Saturday July 2  

Thermometer 90 warm as ever. Lillie Miller has been 

sick all the week. Was taken monday night. They had 

Dr. Saul and last night they called on Keater of Rox-

bury. Cora Hait sold some chickens today price 23cts 

hens are 16cts a lb 
 

Sunday July 3  

Ther 95 in shade. I went to church both morning and 

Eve I called on Marion Robinson last night Mrs. Stil-

son came there this PM and Call had gone to Arkville 

to meet James.  
 

Monday 4th of July 

Quite some cooler. I washed this morning. Amy and 

Winifred went to Margaretville they celebrate at Ho-

bart and Griffin Cor. I sent a letter to Elsie Poland 

this PM. Inez gave us a mess of new potatoes out of 

their garden for dinner.  
 

Tuesday July 5 

We took supper to H. D. Hewitts, they took breakfast 

with me. Mary Hubbell is to GLH but is going to 

South Kortright tomorrow, they were in to Amys this 

eve 
 

Wednesday July 6 

Has been a warm day. David start for Norwich on the 

4:30 train to night will go to Sidney and stay all 

night. Hof has gone to help Harry. His man Everett 

Dimmich got hurt the 4th so he can not work. Amy 

and Winifred and myself are alone to night. Amy is 

developing pictures this eve I baked 6 loaves of bread 

and ironed this forenoon and was about done out 

with the heat 
 

Thursday July 7 

Another warm day, worked embroidery work in my 

white linen work. HDH is here tonight Amy is not 

feeling well 
 

Friday July 8 

Mrs. Scudder called this 

morning. Hewitt is work-

ing to Dimmichs in hay-

ing then Ed will help 

them. Elsie went down 

with Hewitt this morn-

ing. David got home on 

the 7:30 train to night. 

Has been a hot day 90 in 

the shade. 
 

Saturday July 9 

Lockwood is cutting the 

grass back of the garden to day JC Miller has a lame 

back so he is not to work to day. He gave out and 

came home yesterday afternoon 
 

Sunday July 10 

A slight shower. I went to church AM and PM made a 

little ice cream this afternoon. 
 

Monday July 11 

A warm day and dry. I got up at 5 done my washing 

and swept the kitchen sitting room and bed room and 

other work this forenoon. Amy Hewitt done her wash-

ing this AM Hop has a lame back but went up to Har-

rieôs to help what he can. Jack Miller is home sick 

with lame back gave up on work last Friday 
 

Tuesday July 12 

We got a letter from Elsie to day. She and Grace 

were to Dillieôs Sunday. when Elsie wrote they were 

there. Inez and George went to Iraôs yesterday donôt 

know when they are coming back, they came home to 

night. 
 

Wednesday July 13 

I went up to Amyôs this PM and had her mark the 

pleat for my waist. Eliza and baby George were 

there. we got 30 feet of hose today we had 25 feet 
 

Thursday July 14  

Weather dry and warm 
 

Friday July 15 

David has a hard cold but works 
 

Saturday July 16 

A good day 
 

Sunday July 17 

I went to church morn and eve. Doland did not go he 

is sick with a cold but had done his work Mary P Ann 

July 1910 Halcottsville Diary Excerpt 
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were down to church to night. Jacks folks have been 

up there this afternoon. 

 

Monday July 18 

Mrs. Shearhen and Amy washed here this morning. I 

done my washing too. 
 

Tuesday July 19 

I ironed 
 

Wednesday July 20 

Everything as usual. I helped sprinkle the garden to-

night. We got a letter from Grace she will be here 

soon.  
 

Thursday July 21 

All well as usual. I went to Ladies aid to Mrs. Millers 

this PM Mary Miller was down she took supper here. 

We had a nice shower tonight I baked bread and pie 

today. Today is the first I have had a fire in wood 

stove since 2 weeks ago yesterday. 
 

Friday July 22 

Had string beans for dinner I got them from Mrs. TJ 

Hait my own will be ready in a few days. 
 

Saturday July 23 

We had green peas and New potatoes for dinner out 

of our garden. This is a very warm day. Eggs are 

25cts a Doz now 
 

Sunday July 24 

I did not go to church am just about sick with the cold 

or gripp that is going the rounds 
 

Monday July 25 

Very warm today. Sent some papers and a Patern to 

Elsie did not wash today. I picked a mess of string 

beans this morning the first from out garden. I have a 

cold. Amy washed today 

Tuesday July 26 

Mr. Nelson Beardsley is sick has been for a week or 2 

but is failing all the time. I sent a letter to Grace to 

day.  
 

Wednesday July 27 

I washed this morning 
 

Thursday July 28 

Had a very hard thundershower last evening. Mr. 

Straniforth was here till most 10 waiting for the rain 

to stop. David went to Roxbury last night on the 4:50 

and back on the 7:39. He has the head ache to night. 
 

Friday July 29 

Sewed some. to night we caught 16 chickens for 

Elmer to take tomorrow.  
 

Saturday July 30 

I got up a little after 4 got my bread in the oven at 

6:15. Elmer took my chickens 16 in so weight 31 lbs 

price 18cts total $5.58 
 

Sunday July 31 

Nelson Beardsley died this morning about 3:30 quite 

cool. We killed a hen this morning. I went to church 

AM. Inez was in this evening David went to church. 
 

Monday August 1 

A nice day. I washed so did Mrs. HD Heart. John 

Williams mother in law was buried today. Funeral at 

yellow church. Clark preached. Dr. Cartwright died 

very sudden yesterday 
 

Tuesday August 2 

A good day. We went to Mr. Beardsley funeral this 

PM David was one of the bearers. Elder Curry 

Preached in the church this AM and the funeral ser-

mon also again this evening We went this evening 
 

Wednesday August 3 

All well 
 

Thursday August 4 

Had a hard shower this afternoon 

and again this evening.  

 

 
For more on Jennie Dolandôs  

diary, go to the Delaware County 

Genealogy website at: 

https://www.dcnyhistory.org/

books/diary-jennie-cd.pdf 
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Recipes from DCHAôs Collections 

The following recipes are from Tested Recipes:  

Presented by American Agriculturist 
 

Peppy Beets 

12 small new beets 

İ cup mild vinegar 

2 tablespoons sugar 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon prepared horseradish 

1 tablespoon butter 
 

Cook beets until just tender. Skin and heat for 10 

minutes in sauce made of other ingredients mixed 

together.  

ï H.R. 

 

Green Tomato Pickles 

1 peck green tomatoes (sliced) 

5 green peppers (sliced) 

1 tablespoons allspice and cloves 

5 large onions (chopped) 

1 teaspoon white pepper 

1 cup salt 

2 red peppers (sliced) 

3 cups brown sugar 
 

Soak tomatoes in 2 quarts water with the cup of salt. 

Drain, add vinegar to barely cover, then rest of ingre-

dients. Cook until just tender. Seal hot.  

 

Vegetable Loaf 

1 cup cooked peas 

1 cup cooked carrots 

1 cup cooked snap beans 

2 cups mashed potatoes 

5 tablespoons butter 

1 medium sized onion, chopped 

3 tablespoons flour 

2 cups milk or vegetable liquor 

2 teaspoons salt 

İ teaspoon pepper 

İ teaspoon celery salt 

1 tablespoon chopped parsley 

1 cup grated cheese 

4 eggs 

1 cup buttered bread crumbs 
 

Arrange vegetables in layers or 

mix together in greased baking 

dish. Melt fat in saucepan, 

blend in onion and flour, gradu-

ally add milk, seasonings and 

parsley; stir until thick and smooth. Add cheese, stir 

until melted and remove from heat. Cool slightly.  

Add slightly beaten eggs and mix well. Pour sauce 

over vegetables and sprinkle with crumbs. Bake in 

moderate oven (350Ü F) 45 minutes. Serves 6 to 8.  

ï Mrs. A.V. 

 
The following  recipe is from Recipes from the 

Mountains, compiled by  The Guild of the Stamford 

Methodist Church, Stamford New York, 1956  
 

Blueberry or Huckleberry Cake 

ı cup shortening 

1 cup sugar 

1 egg, unbeaten 

2 cups flour 

ı tsp salt 

2 İ tsp. baking powder 

Ĳ cup milk 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1 cup frozen berries 
 

Cream shortening and sugar; add egg and beat. Sift 

dry ingredients together and add alternately with milk 

and vanilla. Coat berries with flour and pour into bat-

ter. Frozen berries work better. Bake 350Ü for 25 

minutes in grease pan, 11x7x11/2.  

ï Pauline Eklund 

Photo by Edna Benedict, c. 1900. DCHA Archives  
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continued on next page 

In April of this year the Delaware National Bank of 

Delhi donated a paneled fa­ade that had been in their 

main lobby for almost 50 years. These panels were 

originally used in a private bank known as ñThe 

Bank of Delhi,ò or ñBellôs Bank,ò established in 

1870.  

 The panels were made and installed in the 

bank by Felix Meiner of Downsville. The German-

born craftsman had a small factory in Downsville 

where he made custom furniture. He also built nu-

merous buildings in the area. An article by Phyllis 

Kinch in 1992 stated that Felix Meiner ñstructured 

the inside of Bellôs Bank in his shop and took it up to 

Delhi and put it in for him.ò  

 ñThe Bank of Delhi,ò 

often referred to as ñBellôs 

Bank,ò was created by Calvin 

Howard Bell (right) a well-

known attorney in Delhi. Bell 

was born in the town of Harpers-

field in 1825. He grew up on the 

family farm in Harpersfield and 

left home at the age of 15 to en-

roll in Delaware Academy in Delhi. Three years later, 

in the fall of 1843, he began the study of law in the 

office of Hon. S.C. Johnson of Delhi. By August of 

1847 Mr. Bell was admitted to practice law and he 

formed a partnership with Mr. Johnson.  

 This partnership only lasted one year before 

Bell headed west in search of ñfame and fortune.ò 

Bell settled briefly in Warren, Mo., where he taught 

school from November 1848 until April 1849. Then 

he joined a group of 30 men heading to California for 

the gold rush.  
 

According to Munsellôs History of Delaware County 

(1880): The caravan consisted of ten wagons (with 

three men and five yoke of oxen and a milch cow to 

each wagon), which were loaded with supplies of 

provisions, arms and mining utensils considered most 

necessary for the journey. Thus equipped and armed, 

the party started from Warren, Mo., on the 11th of 

April, 1849, for California, overland, on the Oregon 

trail. For four months they painfully toiled on foot 

through rain and mud, over prairie and mountain, 

rafting deep rivers and fording those more shallow 

without cessation, and without a person in the com-

pany who had ever traveled the plains before; they 

being in the main only assisted by Fremontsôs and 

Brownôs guide-book, which were great helps, alt-

hough not written for the particular route which the 

Californians of 1849 traveled. This expedition of 

twenty-four hundred miles on foot, through an un-

known savage country, by men unaccustomed to do-

ing cooking and housework (or rather wagon work, 

for their wagons were their houses) is memorable for 

its hardships and many hair breadth escapes from 

savages, wild beasts and floods encountered ...  

 The company organized by the young lawyer 

were among the first to reach the Sacramento valley, 

where they arrived on the 10th of August. Such had 

been the strain on these strong and energetic men, 

that they, like such of their cattle as had survived, 

were almost skeletons of their former selves; and 

such had been the change in their appearances that 

their most intimate friends would not have known 

them. After lying by for a week the young lawyer, in 

company with six or eight others, went into the gold 

diggings on the middle and south forks of the Ameri-

can river, then rich in gold deposits; where he re-

mained about eighteen months with uniform good 

success, and, as he is wont to say, most grateful to 

God and mother earth for that success on account of 

which no man can say he has been defrauded.  

 C.H.Bell stayed in California for over a year. 

Shortly before he returned he sent a letter to the Dela-

ware Gazette describing how things had changed 

since his arrival. It was published in the November 

13, 1850 issue of the newspaper: 
 

Culloma, Sept. 22, 1850 

Dear Sir, - I am now and have been for the last year, 

residing in or near Culloma, or as it is better known, 

Sutterôs Mill. When I first came here, a little more 

than a year since, it contained but two or three little 

old houses, and a number of tents. Since then, there 

has been many very respectable buildings put up, all 

of them are either stores, hotels or gambling houses, 

and in some of the whole three are combined. On all 

sides it is surrounded by barren hills, with a few 

trees, and not sufficient grass to save the life of a 

mountain sheep. The saw mill is kept continually at 

work, day and night, and from the tops of the sur-

rounding mountains Culloma presents quite a civi-

lized appearance. The emigration across the plains 

this season has been tremendous and the suffering 

much greater than last year, notwithstanding the 

many warnings that they must have received. I have 

seen hundreds who have just got though, without a 

penny with them, and without any thing to make a 

dime with. As this place is in the midst of the mining 

country, and I think I can say, the richest portion, I 

Bellôs Bank 
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have had some opportunity of learning what miners 

are doing. The middle fork, 15 miles distant, has been 

the richest river, and the Oragon Camion the richest, 

Camion yet discovered in this country. Out of each 

there has been and still is large amounts of gold tak-

en. This season the miners have been very unsuccess-

ful in draining the beds of the rivers, and more than 

one-half of the daming operations on the north, mid-

dle and south forks of the American river, have been 

complete failures. The country is full of people, all 

anxious to get work and ready to work for from $2 to 

$3 per day, and many for their board. Of all the min-

ers now at work in the mines, the average is not over 

$2 per day, with the hardest kind of work and the 

worst of fare. I am surprised to see those exaggerated 

accounts still circulating in the papers from the 

States, which only bore a shadow of truth last year, 

and which want the shadow of this. More than one-

half of the people who have come to California, will 

(if they ever get home again) be poorer than when 

they came é 

 The state of society has also very much 

changed for the worse. The honesty and integrity 

which last year was so frequently a subject of re-

mark, has vanished like the dews of morning. Theft, 

almost unknown through the entire mines last year, is 

now frequently a subject of complaint; even robbery 

and murder, in some parts, are not unfrequent; with-

in the last three weeks two men have been killed near 

here, and one of the murderers is now awaiting his 

trial in jail; the other has escaped. 

 I have seen several of my Delaware friends in 

this country, and right glad was I to see them. I met 

G.A.P. in San Francisco about two months since. He, 

I am very happy to say was making money. H.S.B. is 

also in San Francisco, a Justice of the Peace, and 

from the great number of suits continually arising, I 

have no doubt but it will 

prove to be a lucrative office, 

combining it as he does, with 

the practice of law. I wish 

them all success. C.S. of Wal-

ton is in Sacramento in busi-

ness and is making what we 

are all in search of, money. I 

hope he may continue to be 

successful, as there are none 

more deserving. A.B.W. by his 

habitual industry and energy 

in the business in which he 

was engaged in whilst he re-

sided in Delhi and Deposit, has found a gold mine 

hard to be beat in California. I saw him a few weeks 

since and learned that O.H. and C.A.F. had just ar-

rived é The Messers. W.ôs of Delhi, I understand, 

are doing well; I have not seen them; I have also 

seen Mr. J. of Bovina; he came with Mr. L; he has 

also been doing well ...  

 I am well. ï Please give my compliments to 

all my friends. And let me remain very sincerely, 

Your most obedient, C.H.B 

 C.H. Bell returned to Delhi shortly after his 

letter was published. He came back by way of Pana-

ma, arriving in Delhi in December of 1850, where he 

resumed the practice of Law.  

 On October 2, 1851 Mr. Bell married Fanny 

S. Roberts. They raised three sons, Edmund, Howard 

and Walter in a large house at 35 Main Street.  

 Mr. Bellôs business and property assets flour-

ished locally. At one time he owned a quarry on what 

later became known as Bell Hill in Delhi (in 1864 the 

village of Delhi contracted with C.H. Bell to provide 

stone and lay sidewalk in Delhi); a building on Sec-

ond Street and Main Street; and land on Elm Street 

next to Steele Brook. 

 In 1870 Bell opened ñThe Bank of Delhi.ò 

The bank was housed in several locations over the 

years, including for a time, his own home at 35 Main 

Street. C.H. Bell ran his banking business and law 

practice until his death on November 29, 1890.  

 Then his sons, Edmund and Walter, took over 

the firm under the name ñE.R. & W.L. Bell, bankers 

and real estate agents.ò Their office was located in 

the ñBrick Blockò at 100 Main St. In 1902, however, 

the brothers were forced to close after several days of 

rumors that caused a run on the bankôs deposits.  

 C.H. Bell his wife and all of their children are 

buried in Woodland Cemetery. 

Sketch of 35 Main Street, Delhi, from Munsellôs History of Delaware County, 1880 


