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Fundraising Update 
 

As many of you are aware, DCHA has been actively 
soliciting donations over the past few weeks for our 
annual appeal. We are pleased to report that through 
the generosity of members and friends of DCHA we 
have raised over $4,000 so far. Thank you to all who 
have given!  
 

2021 Raffle Winner! 
 

The lucky winner of 
the DCHA cross 
stitch was Dan Ayres 
of Delhi. Dan is 
shown here with his 
new framed work of 
art. Thank you to 
everyone who pur-
chased tickets. A to-
tal of close to $400 
was raised for DCHA 
from ticket sales. 

International Valley Christmas gifts for Europe. Photo taken by Bob Wyer at the estate of Alice T. McLean in 
South Kortright on October 12, 1948.  Alice McLean is pictured third from left, bottom row. 

ñThere are three umbrellas,ò said little Nell. 
ñThe hat is one ï the smallest; the umbrella is 
another; and the sky is the third ï the greatest of 
them all, but also the leakiest.ò 
 ï Bloomville Mirror, September 28, 1864 
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From the Archives: Christmas in DCHAôs Photo Collections by Ray LaFever 

 
I often review our image files when a particular 
theme comes to mind. It being the holiday season, I 
wanted to go through some of our photograph col-
lections for Christmas related images. We know we 
have many images of the holiday season in the Bob 
Wyer collection, but I wanted to look at some of our 
other collections, starting with our older glass-plate 
negatives. 

 Unfortunately, I did not find many, but this 
one image (above) from the Edna Benedict Collec-
tion is intriguing. Edna was a pioneering 
female photographer from West Mere-
dith. It is not a very clear image. I tried 
several settings and this is about the best 
I could get. I was interested in how the 
tree was decorated. It appears to have 
been festooned with some of Ednaôs 
photos. Identifying the people in the im-
age is challenging ï she didnôt limit her 
photography to her own family (the 
Georgias and Benedicts), so this could 
even be one of their neighbors.  
 I found some winter scenes in our 
glass negatives, including this shot of a 
horse drawn sleigh taken by Town of 
Tompkins photographer Orson Jenkins. 

It is undated 
(likely early 20th 
century) and de-
picts a scene in 
Trout Creek, NY.  
 I also found 
a few images of 
Fannie Robertsô 
family celebrating 
Christmas 1932 at 
their home on 14 
Franklin Street, 

Delhi. There were 
some shots of the 
rather short Christ-
mas tree (top) and 
a photo of, as she 
labeled in her al-
bum, ñChristmas 
guests at 14 Frank-
lin St.ò: Albert 
Strickland, George 
Hunt, Fannie Rob-
erts, Marshall 
Roberts, and Fred 
Welch.  

 So if a family member or friend wants to snap 
a picture of you for the holiday season, humor them. 
Youôll treasure the picture in the future. As will your 
descendants. 
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Coming In January! 
Murder in the Mirror 

 

There is something about 
the macabre that fascinates 
many of us. Whether itôs a 
ghost story or a murder 
mystery, we seem to take 
pleasure in reading about 
the misfortunes of others.  

In the past, local 
newspapers in Delaware 
County regularly featured 
disturbing incidents such 
as murders, suicides, 
drownings, beatings, and 
painful accidents - all told 
in explicit detail.  
 One of these publications was the Bloomville 
Mirror. This paper, published and edited by Samuel 
B. Champion, was first printed in Delaware County 
in 1851. Archives and online databases cover some 
of the years from 1852 through 1871, when the 
Bloomville Mirror transformed into the Stamford 
and Bloomville Mirror. 
 The new book, Murder in the Mirror, compiled 
by DCHAôs Samantha Misa, examines stories in the 
Bloomville Mirror from 1852-1871 which highlight 
horror and tragedy. It is not the authorôs intention to 
fixate on these events for the sake of sensationalism, 
but rather to illustrate the tragedies faced by our an-
cestors in a past too often viewed through a roseate 
lens. At the very least, Misa hopes to make the read-
er pause to reconsider the ñgood old days.ò 
 Each chapter in this new book covers a year of 
stories from the Bloomville Mirror. The tales are 
listed chronologically in the order they were pub-
lished in the newspaper. 
 Retail price: $15.00. Illustrated. 144 pages.  
 
For a complete list of books for sale in our gift shop, 
please visit our website: https://www.dcha-ny.org/
books.html  

 

Note: Customers of DCHA can now purchase 
books or make donations from our website 
via Paypal! Just click on ñBook Listò for the 
books and ñSupportò to donate. Thanks! 

  

 & & & & &  

 

A Bear Shot 
 

A large black bear, weighing over 300 pounds, 
was captured on Reedôs creek, in the town of 
Hancock, week before last. His presence in the 
neighborhood was ascertained by the missing 
of some sheep belonging to Rufus Houck. A 
trap was procured and set to catch Mr. Bruin, 
and in the morning when the hunters went for 
their game, bear, trap and all had made off. 
Dogs were at once put on track and after a 
chase of some three miles the animal was over-
hauled and shot by Mr. Benjamin Smith. He 
was a fat, lusty fellow. ï [F. Visitor.] 
 ï Bloomville Mirror November 27, 1860 

Rude Rural Rhymes: Holstein Names 
 

I often wipe car windows clean to gaze upon 
some charming scene and note the different 
brands of cows that climb our rugged hills to 
browse. I see more Holsteins every season, and 
as the ad says, ñThereôs a reason.ò From Hol-
land fields their line they trace, where competi-
tionôs strong for place. Unless a cow milked 
long and much, she had no chance to beat the 
Dutch. They kept no loafing profit thief but 
quickly made her into beef. Unless she paid for 
what he fed some Van would knock her on the 
head. Since ñPay or Dieò was their stern creed, 
the best cows only lived to breed. If bossie 
slumped the butcher caught her, she left no 
son, she left no daughter. I love to gaze upon 
those kine in pasture group or stable line; their 
milk, though thin, is smooth and fine. I like 
their cheese, I like their butter, but O their 
names are hard to utter. Thereôs Jane Van 
Eckenberger Grote and many more that get my 
goat. I do not like a name, by gosh, like Rose-
vale Korndyke Sylvia Posch. Yea you will 
find, by Julius Caesar, some other names much 
worse than these are. From out my mouth such 
sounds donôt gush unless the same is full of 
mush. Cows should have simple names, by 
golly, like Brindle Bess and Floss and Mollie; 
or if they have a different sex, cows should be 
Fred, or Bill or Rex. ï Bob Adams  
 ï Delaware Republican  
 November 24, 1923 
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Sidneyôs Early Industries by John A. Mac Lachlan 
Reprinted from a pamphlet ñIndustry In Sidney New York, Old and Newò produced by the Keith Clark, Company, Inc. (1972) 

It is generally agreed that Sid-
neyôs first industry was the Sid-
ney Novelty Works. There were 
other small businesses, but the 
Novelty Works sounded Sidneyôs 
first factory whistle. 
 That was back in the Spring 
of 1890, and at one time as many 
as 160 people found employment 
turning out a variety of articles 
including swings, wheelbarrows, 
window screens, folding chairs, 
etc. One of the first sizable orders 
received by the Novelty Works 
was for 500 dozen childrenôs 
rockers (Whether the rocker was a 
chair or a rocking horse was not 
indicated). 
 There were some women employed in produc-
tion; they were paid exactly half what the men re-
ceived. For 22 years Sidney Novelty Works never 
missed a pay day, then came financial troubles, with 
the company reorganizing under the different owner-
ships.  
 On Saturday, May 25, 1918, the Novelty 
Works was destroyed in what was the most destruc-
tive fire in Sidneyôs history. 
 Keith Clarkôs original building is approximate-
ly on the site of the old Novelty Works.  
 Sidney Glass Works started operation on 
September 23, 1891, when the first glass bottle man-
ufactured in Sidney was presented to Mrs. Walter K. 
Burrows, wife of the manager. 
 In November, 1892, the Sidney Glass Works 
employed 100 people with a payroll of $3,500 per 
month. On 
May 20, 1893, 
the Glass 
Works an-
nounced they 
had received an 
order from 
Garret & Son 
of Philadelphia 
for 75,000 
gross of snuff 
packages. 
 In mid-
summer the 
Glass Works 
always had to 
shut down for a 

few weeks, as the heat near the furnaces was intoler-
able. Early in the morning of April 4, 1900, fire 
broke out in the furnace room and Sidney Glass 
Works was completely destroyed; this was the end of 
the industry as far as Sidney was concerned.  
 Clark Silk Mill started operations in 1893 in 
a building they erected at the rear of the Congrega-
tional Church in Sidney. Peak of employment was 
300 in May, 1902. 
 In June, 1907, Julius Kayser & Co. started op-
erations in Sidney. They obtained temporary quarters 
and bought a building lot on Bridge Street. Instead 
of following the original plan of building their own 
factory they made a deal with Clark, taking over his 
Sidney operations, Clark moving to Saratoga.  
 Kayser specialized in womenôs silk gloves and 
in 1912, because of increased business, the company 

built a new 
brick building. 
 In 1919 
labor trouble 
erupted in a 
strike that last-
ed from May 
12, 1919, until 
March 22, 
1920. 
 Kayser 
closed the Sid-
ney factory in 
October, 1927. 
At one time, 
Kayser em-
ployed as Silk Mill, Sidney. Postcard from DCHA Archives. 

Postcard from DCHA Archives. 
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many as 400 people in Sidney and turned out 50,000 
dozen silk gloves weekly, but the silk glove market 
completely evaporated. 
 Sidney had a variety of other silk mills and 
knitting mills, but all fell victim to changing fashions 
and the use of new fabrics.  
 Siverôs Sash & Blind moved from Unadilla to 
Sidney where it was reorganized in May, 1893, as 
Sidney Sash, Blind & Furniture Co. 
 In December, 1893, six months after the facto-
ry opened it closed; this was the brief notice: ñThe 
Sidney Sash, Blind & Furniture Co. is in financial 
difficulty. The complete business cost $35,000.ò 
 The company, which was capitalized for 
$30,000, more than used up all available assets in 
what was at that time an over-ambitious factory 
building.  
 There were plenty of orders to be filled, the 
company was reorganized as the Clark Sash & Blind 
factory. This new company, in October, 1895, 
moved into a modest building on Union Street, op-
posite the 
Novelty 
Works. This 
building had 
been erected 
and formerly 
occupied by 
Sidney Wood-
enware Com-
pany, who 
specialized in 
manufacturing 
checker 
boards.  
 In the 
meantime, as 
of October, 
1894, stock-
holders of the 
Sidney Sash, 
Blind & Furni-
ture Co. found 
themselves in possession of a factory that cost con-
siderably over $30,000.  
 Early March, 1895, the plant of the Cortland 
Cart & Carriage Co. in Cortland, N.Y. was en-
tirely destroyed by fire. On July 13, 1895, the Sidney 
Record reported: ñThe Cortland Cart & Carriage 
Company has decided to locate in Sidney; on March 
10 their factory in Cortland was destroyed by fire. 
The Sidney Sash, Blind & Furniture building, which 
was built three years ago at an actual cost of over 
$35,000, has been turned over to the Cortland Cart & 

Carriage Company for stock in the company to the 
value of $15,000. To this was added a liberal cash 
contribution by Sidney Business men.ò  
 In the summer of 1924 Cortland Cart & Car-
riage Co. which had been manufacturing the Hatfield 
automobile, was declared bankrupt. 
 Next occupant of the plant built originally by 
Sidney Sash, Blind & Furniture was fated to be a 
company that started out as Brown Boveri, changed 
to Scintilla Magneto, and is known now as the E-C 
Division of Bendixébut that is another story! 
 Monsieur Julien Bassard du Parc had been ex-
porting cheese to America from his factory near Par-
is; his business had grown to such an extent that he 
decided it would be economical to establish a manu-
facturing establishment on this side of the ocean to 
avoid the heavy import tariff.  
 Sidneyôs location in the heart of New York 
Stateôs dairy country, together with unmatched rail 
facilities, decided M. du Parc that this was the place 
for his factory. 

 In Octo-
ber, 1901, the 
French 
Cheese facto-
ry was estab-
lished in Sid-
ney. Within a 
year the facto-
ry was en-
larged and in 
1903 the out-
put was 1,600 
cheeses a day. 
 Twice a 
year M. du 
Parc made the 
ocean voyage 
from France 
to the United 
States to look 
over his Sidney 
operations. In 

December, 1906, shortly after M. du Parc arrived in 
New York, he was taken ill and died of pneumonia.  
 In May, 1908, the French Cheese factory be-
came part of the Phoenix Cheese Co. operation, con-
tinuing until 1921 when the plant was sold to the 
Aquatite Enamel Products Co.  
 This was a company that proved a sad invest-
ment for Sidney businessmen; Aquatite lasted less 
than two years and in 1931 fire destroyed the aban-
doned buildings.  

Postcard from DCHA Archives. 


