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Headwaters of History  

 I came back in May to staff the DCHA library 

and archives, having been away for two months due 

to the pandemic. Since then Iôve been surprisingly 

busy. We continue to get e-mail and telephone inquir-

ies. The lack of in-person research traffic has allowed 

me to tackle some of our scanning projects, including 

the Walter Dette photographs depicting construction 

of the Pepacton Reservoir. Iôm still only about half-

way through the negatives, but I soldier on.  

 At the end of June, we reopened the library/

archives by appointment only (and that likely is how 

we will be handling researchers for the next few 

months). Itôs important that I talk with or otherwise 

communicate with the researcher. I have had to turn 

some people away because we had nothing of any use 

to them. In some instances, I was able to supply what 

they needed remotely through e-mail, saving them a 

trip.  

 Since a lot of people have had extra time on 

their hands, theyôve been doing some serious house 

cleaning. In the process, theyôve donated some inter-

esting items for our archives. John Grant Ellis from 

Kingston donated a number of Grant family materials 

from the Margaretville area. Iôm still reviewing the 

items, but weôve found a world atlas from 1814 in the 

materials (pictured below), along with what appears 

to be a receipt for the Continental Army in 1777. Iôm 

looking forward to further exploring this collection. 

Weôve also received an award certificate from the 

1893 Chicago Exposition for Frank Craftôs butter. 

Craft was from Roxbury. Steven Tait donated four 

flyers advertising movies at Smalleyôs Theater from 

1955, addressed to his father Jacob Tait. One of the 

films featured was Disneyôs ñLady and the Tramp.ò 

 So for the next few months, I will continue 

my two-day-a-week stint in the DCHA archives, 

catching up on scanning and accessioning projects 

while responding to your research requests. And we 

continue to collect items related to our countyôs re-

sponse to the pandemic. I welcome people sharing 

about their lives under COVID-19 so that future gen-

erations will understand this unique time in which we 

all are living.  
 

The DCHA Archives in the Time of COVID by Ray LaFever 
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1814 World 

Atlas 
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 As people have been staying home they have 

had more time to explore their attics, basements and 

cedar chests and have come up with some wonderful 

donations. Over the last few months people have 

been making appointments to drop off items. We 

meet them outside wearing masks and happily re-

ceive some amazing donations.  

 Some of the most re-

cent acquisitions include a 

signature quilt made by Em-

ma V. Craft Slauson of Rox-

bury, dated 1939. Over 50 

names and towns are embroi-

dered on this quilt. Some are 

local names and places and 

some are from New 

York City ï showing 

that even in the 1930s 

there were second 

homeowners living in 

the area, making 

friends and enjoying 

our wonderful county. 

This quilt (pictured 

center), along with a 

few other pieces, was a 

donation from Iris 

Mead.  

 Other donations from two different people 

deal with items used during the Civil War. Virginia 

Garrison donated a drum (pictured below) used by 

Sandy (Alexander) White from Bovina who served in 

the 144th Regiment. He is listed in the official history 

of the 144th as being part of the Drum Corps. when it 

was re-organized on Folly Island, SC in 1863. After 

the war he settled in Arena where he lived until his 

death in 1914. Virginia had inherited the drum from 

her great-uncle Waldron DuMond who had added a 

piece of wood on top and used it as a coffee table.  

 We also received a Civil War diary and gun 

with ammo pouch used by John Brower of Hobart. 

These were donated in 

memory of his descendants 

who also served in the mili-

tary: George David Brower, 

Navy, Fireman, 1st Class Elec-

trician Mate Aug. 1944 ï Aug. 

1945; and PFC Philip Moore 

Brower, 27th Infantry Regi-

ment, Korea, July 1951.  

 Even before the world 

stopped, a large donation of 

20th century toys was re-

ceived in February of this 

year. This donation, made by 

Debbie Davis and Jennifer 

Morell of their fatherôs toys, 

adds greatly to DCHAôs toy 

collection. As we are already 

20 years into the 21st century 

(hard to believe) we are trying to collect more recent, 

mid-twentieth century history before it disappears.   

 We would like to thank everyone who has do-

nated objects and archival materials over the years. 

No matter how big or small, they help DCHA to pre-

serve the amazing history of Delaware County. 

Recent Object Donations 

Spooky Driving Tour 
 

Celebrate the changing leaves with a  

haunted history tour of Delhi!   
 

Available this October, Spooky 

Spots provides readers with a his-

tory of frightening and fascinating 

historical events from the Delhi 

area. Formatted as a driving tour, 

this book guides readers through 

the places featured in each story. 

The book is available at DCHA 

and at various retailers through-

out the village of Delhi. We do ask 

for a donation of $1 per booklet.  
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 In 2020 we had hoped to begin the construc-

tion of a project to significantly expand our archives/

collections and library space. However, this year has 

not gone according to plan ï for any of us!  

 The COVID-19 pandemic has slowed a great 

deal of activity here at DCHA, as elsewhere, and has 

led us to postpone the archives/library building exten-

sion project until 2021. What we hope to achieve in 

stages during 2021 and beyond is a two-story addi-

tion on the west end of our library and collections 

building.  

 The planned expansion is rooted in practical 

considerations ï we have run out of space in our col-

lections and library storage areas! Our organization 

has collected tens of thousands of historic items con-

cerning Delaware County during our first 75 years. 

To enable us to continue collecting and preserving for 

the next 75 years, we need more space. 

 While we anticipate that funding for this am-

bitious project will come from a variety of sources, 

we do hope that DCHAôs supporters will help us 

achieve our goal.  

 If you would like to donate, please send a 

check to: DCHA, 46549 State Hwy. 10 Delhi, NY 

13753. All money raised will be earmarked solely for 

this important project. DCHA is an accredited not-for

-profit organization. Thus, any donation on your part 

is tax deductible. Thank you for your support. 

Capital Project Appeal 

October 1948 

Presidentôs Greetings    
 

 The first two years of existence of the Dela-

ware County Historical Association rolled to a close 

with the meeting that was held at Delhi on the fourth 

of October, 1947. 

 During these first two years, 

under the able leadership of the retir-

ing president, Mr. John D. Monroe, we 

have progressed far beyond our hopes. 

Our membership grows encouragingly, 

and interest has been stimulated in the 

early history and development of the 

county.  

 Let us keep in mind, however, 

that our historical association is con-

cerned not only with things of the past. 

The present is not without historic sig-

nificance. Delaware County is at this 

very moment experiencing a period of 

industrial transition, as it has passed 

through a number of such transitions 

in the past. A century from now, our 

descendants will look back to 1947 and marvel at the 

primitive way in which we of this age live. Perhaps 

our collections and files will help them see the pic-

ture as it is. 

 Let us not regard history as a mere record of 

events or collection of things, but rather as a continui-

ty of development. Progress is continuous and cannot 

be severed from the past, the present, or the future.  

 I would like briefly to outline what I believe 

are the aims of the association: 

 From the past, to retrieve and 

organize records of that which tran-

spired in our county to make it what it 

is today, and to obtain terse life 

sketches of the personalities who in-

fluenced its development. 

 From the present, to preserve 

that which seems vital in shaping the 

future that it may not slip into the 

oblivion of a forgotten past. This 

would include a chronicle of current 

activities in industrial pursuits, 

achievements in the arts and crafts 

typical of the period, and steps in civ-

ic, religious, educational, and cultural 

advancement.    

 For the future, to leave records 

and relics of such significance and per-

manent value that the schools, the courts, lawyers, 

teachers, researchers, and the public in general may 

respect our legacy and find it useful.  

    Gertrude Speenburgh 

Revisiting the Past 
 

In honor of  DCHAôs 75th anniversary we would like to share some fun, interesting articles originally pub-

lished in DCHAôs early newsletters. We hope we are doing the founders of DCHA proud by continuing their 

work in preserving and presenting the amazing history of Delaware County.  

Gertrude Speenburgh, 1948 

Photo by Bob Wyer 
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1949 Book Review 
 

The first book published by the Delaware County his-

torical Association was written by John D. Monroe. 

Mr. Monroe was born in Delaware County in 1878 

and was the first president of DCHA. He also helped 

form DCHA and was a charter member. He contin-

ued to serve as historian and custodian until his death 

in 1953. The following book review was published in 

an early DCHA newsletter, dated October 1949: 
 

Chapters in the History of Delaware County,  

New York by John D. Monroe  
Reviewed by Gertrude Speenburgh 

 

 This book became a reality in print early in 

June, 1949. A few copies were made available by the 

publishers just in time for the joint meeting of the 

Sidney Historical Society and the Delaware County 

Association. Mr. Monroe was the guest speaker at 

this meeting and it was an appropriate time for the 

book to make its initial appearance.  

 The history of this rural county 

in the heart of the Catskills is not me-

diocre. From the time the first white 

man is known to have set foot on what 

is now Delaware County in 1723 to 

the last reminiscing anecdote of the 

last stage coach driver (see photo), 

things happened and they are chroni-

cled in this historical book. Adventure, 

bloodshed, political chicanery, land 

greed, and connivance in high places 

went into its making. 

 Stories of Indians, ñCowboys,ò Tories, and 

the Rebels have been handed down heretofore with 

more or less sentimental whitewash. Mr. Monroe, in 

this book, treats his subject in a realistic manner. He 

measures his heroes and his villians with the same 

yardstick. 

 The purpose of the book is neither to de-bunk 

nor glorify the act of our predecessors but to present 

an historically accurate chronicle of the evolution of 

Delaware County. The scheming Sir William John-

son; the corrupt Goldsbrow Banyar; the despicable 

Lord Cornbury, nephew by marriage of James II and 

cousin of Queen Anne, who granted the great Har-

denburgh Patent in her name when he was Colonial 

Governor of the Province of New York; William 

Franklin, illegitimate son of the great Benjamin, Jo-

hannes Hardenburgh, the Livingston family; Hugh 

Wallace; the Harpers, Colonel John and Captain Al-

exander; Timothy Murphy; Lawrence Cortright and 

the two hundred and sixty McDonells lured  from 

Glengarry, Scotland, to Delaware County by Cor-

trightôs glowing advertisements ï all these and many 

more are given the same impartial treatment.  

 By diligent research, the author was able to 

add ten names to the list of pre-revolutionary settlers 

at Sidney and vicinity. In the section on the Revolu-

tion he tells the true story of the Tory, John Burch, 

and the Indians at Pepacton, He gives a day to day 

account of Colonel William Butlerôs march from the 

Schoharie to the Susquehanna ï part of the way 

through the valley of the Delaware ï and the burning 

of Oquaga and Unadilla, which resulted in the retalia-

tory Cherry Valley massacre. The murder of Harma-

nus Dumond is recounted sans credit to the American 

Militia.  

 Mr. Monroe, being of a legal turn of mind, 

poses the questions: Were the Tories, who refused to 

join the Rebels against the Mother Country, traitors 

against a government which did not then exist? Why 

were twenty-seven Tories seized in Delaware County 

and nearby Shandaken pardoned whereas two others 

from Colchester (Middletown, Delaware County), 

Jacob Middagh and Jacobus Rose, hanged? Numer-

ous vaguely understood incidents such as these are 

explained in this informative book.  

 The contents cover five phases of the devel-

opment of the county: ñBefore the Revolution, Politi-

cal Divisions, In the Revolution, Roads, Stage Coach 

Drivers.ò There are also two important maps, one of 

the Hardenburgh Patent and one of Delaware County 

in 1797. 

 One is amazed upon reading the book, that so 

much information can be packed between the covers 

of a thinnish book and still be pleasant reading, and 

especially, that one person could have gleaned so 

much from old records, even in a lifetime devoted to 

research as a hobby. The book is invaluable as a ref-

erence work, presenting authentic material never be-

fore assembled in one volume. Schools, libraries and 

historical societies cannot afford to be without it. The 

edition being limited and the demand brisk, it is obvi-

ous that in time, copies of the book will be rare and 

valuable.  

 The Delaware County Historical Association 

is indebted to Mr. Monroe for the manuscript and the 

profits accruing from the sale of the book. The effort 

which went into the exhaustive research and the actu-

al assembling of the material for publication is be-

yond price.  
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The Biographical Review, 1895 
 

Today The Biographical Re-

view is still one of the go-to 

books for local researchers. The 

text is available on the Dela-

ware County Genealogy Web-

site (dcnyhistory.org). The fol-

lowing was published in a 

DCHA newsletter, 1954 ï 1955:  
 

 Most Delaware County historians are ac-

quainted with a thick volume called, ñThe Biograph-

ical Review.ò It was published in Boston in 1895, and 

contains life sketches of over 600 people prominent 

in Delaware County at the time.  

 On page 45 there is an account of Emory Jen-

kins, ñsuccessful famer, stock-raiser, and business 

man,ò of Union Grove. Jenkins is the only living man 

mentioned in the book. He is now 93 and lives at 

Margaretville.  

 Other sketches in the book testify to the vigor 

and industry of our Delaware County forbears. Colo-

nel George Wheeler, or instance, was born at Deposit 

in 1818. He is described as a fine horseman, equally 

at home whether sitting, standing, or lying down on 

the back of a horse, regardless of speed. He could al-

so mount a horse up to sixteen hands, merely by plac-

ing one hand on the horseôs withers and giving a sin-

gle leap. He actually accomplished this feat on this 

61st birthday.  

 Another hardy soul was John Bookhout, of 

Roxbury. In those days the pioneers lived chiefly on 

Indian corn, what vegetables they could raise, and 

whatever game they could shoot. Bookhout, it was 

said, was such an excellent shot that he could stand in 

the door of his cabin at any time and shoot enough 

game for his familyôs dinner.  

 Hugh Rose, a doughty Scot, was the man who 

settled Roseôs Brook. He was so anxious to start 

clearing his land that he moved his family into the 

little cabin before there were any doors or windows 

in it. One night, however, a panther made an im-

promptu appearance, so terrifying Rose that he 

dropped all other work to supply the missing fixtures.  

Even more harrowing was the experience of a Pio-

neer Walton woman. She was the great-great grand-

mother of the Austin clan now living there. The door-

way of her cabin was merely an opening, and keeping 

the wolf from the door was more than a figurative 

phrase.  

 One night her husband was called away, and 

she was left alone. Naturally this would have to be 

the night the wolves made their long-expected ap-

pearance. Having no weapons, the horrified woman 

fought the beasts with fire. Each time a wolf would 

try to lunge through the door, she grabbed a burning 

stick from the fireplace and thrust it in his face. All 

night long she kept up the battle, and when rescued 

by neighbors in the morning, she was so exhausted 

she could hardly stand. 

 When these things happened, the pioneers did 

not move to safer places. Instead, they stayed to clear 

the land. They built their homes and brought up their 

families, to start the communities in which the resi-

dents of Delaware County now live.  
 

vwutvw 

Image from Biographical Review, 1895 Last Chance to Win Raffle Prize! 
 

You have one month left to send in the raffle tick-

ets you received with the June newsletter. The 

drawing would usually take place at the Annual 

Meeting in November. However, with COVID 

still rearing its ugly head, we are waiting to see if 

we can safely hold some type of annual meeting. 

It may just be a busi-

ness meeting and 

election of officers. 

Stay tuned for more 

information. No mat-

ter what type of 

meeting, the raffle 

drawing for the wo-

ven blanket with the 

Diamond Jubilee An-

niversary logo will 

still take place on or 

around Sunday, No-

vember 8, 2020. 
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We commenced Haying the 5th of July 1866 We have 

got 8 loads of hay up to Tuesday night the 10th of July 

8 loads 

One got 11 1/2 of hay 11 İ loads 

2 loads up Thursday the 19th of July 9 loads 

Eight loads more up to Friday night 4 loads 

Saturday 2 İ loads more wich is all 2 İ loads 

Up to Sunday the 22 of July 

We got 14 loads up to Sunday the 24th 14 loads 

We got 25 loads up to Friday night 

The 3rd of August and we finished haying the 3rd of 

August 1866 25 loads 

78 loads 

1866 

John raked oats and went to Delhi Monday after hay-

ing the boys drawed stone Tuesday in the forenoon 

John went to get his horse shod and the boys drawed 

stone in the forenoon. And they all worked at oats in 

the afternoon. Wednesday drawed stone and drawed 

the oats in and John took care of our sheep on the hill 

in the forenoon and the sheep in the barnyard and 

cradled in the afternoon. Thursday it rained and 

nothing done of importance. Friday Peter drawed 

stone (and the rest of us went to the funeral 
 

Saturday Peter drawed stone in the forenoon and 

bound oats and drawed them in John Cradled oats, 

(Sunday to meeting) Monday it rained noth-

ing done of any importance 
 

Tuesday august 14th (Thursday and Friday 

Lewis helped us and all most got done 

Bending and setting up oats) Saturday 

drawed half of the oats in the 8 acre lot John Bound 

and hitched on and peter and I mowed them away 

Monday I went to Delhi John Cradled Peter drawed 

stone Tuesday saw the lambs and Peter drawed stone 

John  cradled Wednesday drawed oats and finished 

the two lots and got wet at night Wednesday we put 

the oats on the big mow 

 

1866  

Wednesday Peter and I put the oats on the big 

mow in the forenoon John went to Bloomville in 

the forenoon and cradled in the afternoon Peter Cra-

dled alittle and pecked berries Thursday John & Pe-

ter got the 12 lambs down and put them on the flatt 

and in the afternoon fixed fence 
 

Friday John went to Delhi and Peter drawed stone 

and oats off from the hill on the flatt, Saturday John 

and Peter sorted the lambs in the morning and Peter 

drawed stone until noon John went to Bloomville and 

In the afternoon they bound oats 
 

Sunday 26th of August 1866 went home with Agnes 

Monday John got home from Blakesleys and went to 

Lawyers with Charles to see sheep and Bound oats 

worked half day Peter Drawed stone and bound oats 

1866 Farmerôs Diary: All Work and No Play! 
 

John B. Thomas of South Kortright/Stamford kept a diary from 1861 to 1868. He notes on the 

inside front cover (pictured below) that he bought the book for 75cents on Feb. 27, 1861. The 

following excerpts are from 1866. Johnôs original spelling and grammar have been maintained: 

Haying, location and date unknown. DCHA Archives. 

Hay stack, location and date unknown. DCHA Archives. 


