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Headwaters of History  

In the Beginning é 
As World War II was coming to an end, a group of 

people interested in local history met on June 23, 

1945 at the Delhi Court House to discuss the idea of 

forming a historical association. A second organiza-

tional meeting was held on August 4 and on October 

6, 1945 a vote was taken to form the Delaware Coun-

ty Historical Association. At this meeting the minutes 

state there were 68 charter members. The first officers 

were as follows:  
 

President: John D. Monroe, Bloomville 

1st V.P.: Day Rogers, Harpersfield 

2nd V.P.: Mrs. Gertrude Speenburgh, Fleischmanns 

Secretary: Ivan Miller, Union Grove 

Treasurer: Grant M. Dent, East Meredith 

 

DCHA minutes ï October 6, 1945: 

é the general plan and purpose of the organization 

should be to investigate and study the history of the 

county of Delaware and the state of New York, to 

provide for the collection and preservation or display 

of papers, books, records, and other things of histori-

cal interest; to hold, own, operate or manage proper-

ty, real or personal, necessary or advisable for the 

purpose herein expressed and to provide for the 

marking of historic sites and buildings, and in gen-

eral carry on all activities appropriate to a historical 

society.   

 

From 1945 to 1954 the association met twice a year, 

in June and October. These meetings were held in 

schools, libraries, grange halls and legion halls all 

over Delaware County with a different presenter on a 

historic topic.  Elizabeth MacDonald of Meredith was 

the first presenter at the organizational meeting in 

August 1945. Beginning in January of 1954 DCHA 

began having more than two meetings a year with a 

presenter at each meeting. Topics ranged from the 

Anti-Rent War to farming, land grants, Civil War and 

prominent people - both local and national.  

 

Chartering  
On October 24, 1958 DCHA was granted a provision-

al charter by the Board of Regents of the State of 

New York as a non-profit Educational and Historical 

Association. Assemblyman Edwin R. Mason of Ho-

bart was instrumental in helping DCHA get its per-

manent charter. He presented DCHAôs president Mrs. 

Marion Matthews with the charter in front of the Fris-

bee House on Saturday September 9, 1967.   

óMovers and Shakersô of DCHA 
DCHA was operated entirely by volunteers for almost 

40 years. It would be impossible to list everyone who 

volunteered and worked at DCHA during that time. 

Celebrating 75 Years of DCHA 

Assemblyman Edwin Mason presents the permanent charter to 

DCHA president Marion Matthews. September 9, 1967 
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That being said, a few names do stand out when we 

consider the history of DCHA: 

 

John D. Monroe (1878 ï 1953) 

was the first president of DCHA. 

He also authored the first book 

published by DCHA in 1949, 

Chapters in the History of Dela-

ware County New York. Grant M. 

Dent (1871 ï 1955) was a founding 

member of DCHA 

and the first treasur-

er. He was a farmer in Stamford, 

Grand Gorge and East Meredith. Ivan 

H. Miller (1909 ï 2000) of Union 

Grove was the first secretary.  

 

Jennie Chambers (1899 ï 1964) was president of 

DCHA for 9 years from 1954 ï 1962. She was instru-

mental in expanding DCHAôs programming and pres-

ence in Delaware County. Until 1955 DCHA only 

had 2 meetings a year. Jennie added 3 special pro-

grams that year, one each in Sidney, Andes and Rox-

bury. Jennie worked closely with Edwin Mason to 

acquire the Frisbee House. Tragically, Jennie Cham-

bers was  killed in a car accident on December 4, 

1964. 

 

Frank (1910 ï 1998) and Helen Lane (1913 ï 2003) 

were very involved in the restoration of the Frisbee 

house when it was first acquired by DCHA. Helen 

was DCHA president from 1968 ï 1969 and Frank 

served from 1977 ï 1979.  

 

Howard Fletcher Davidson 
(1895 ï 1987), John Raitt 

(1912 ï 2004), and Merle 

Houck (1917 ï 1985) were a 

great help when the admin-

istration/archives building 

was be-

ing 

planned 

and con-

structed.  In 1977 DCHA named 

the library/archives in honor of 

H. Fletcher Davidson. Frank 

Lane of Walton described Mr. 

Davidson as ñan idealist, vision-

ary and dreamer.ò 

 

Shirley Houck (1926 ï 2013) 

worked in the library at DCHA 

in the 1980s helping researchers 

and organizing collections and 

exhibits. She edited and com-

piled a few books on Delaware 

County including The Delhi Jac-

quard Coverlets, Delaware Coun-

ty War Papers, and The Evolution of Delaware 

County New York: Being a History of its Land. 

 

John D. Crocker (1915 ï 2010) was a long-time 

member of DCHA and a regular volunteer in the late 

1990s and early 2000s. He created a lot of indexes for 

collections in the library and volunteered his services 

whenever they were needed.  

 

The Frisbee family have always been active at 

DCHA, starting with Wyatt Frisbee who was closely 

involved in the restoration of the Frisbee House in the 

1960s. Later his son and daughter-in-law Will and 

Lucile Frisbee volunteered their time on the board 

and on various committees. They worked in the 

house and helped keep the grounds presentable. Will 

made the flower boxes used in front of the main 

building. They supplied and planted all the flowers in 

the boxes and pots in front of the buildings.  Now the 

next generation, Will and Lucileôs son Ron and his 

son Gideon hay the fields on DCHAôs property.  Su-

san Frisbee, Ronôs wife, is DCHA membership coor-

dinator. 

 

Volunteers are the cornerstone to any non-profit or-

ganization. Without their invaluable help and exper-

tise a lot would not get done.  

 

A few volunteers who gave a lot of their time over 

the last 25ð30 years were Billie Sturdevant who 

managed and maintained DCHAôs gift shop for over 

15 years, and Fran Decker who maintained DCHAôs 

membership. After Fran passed away in 2006, her 

daughter Donna Torma took over the membership 

until her passing in 2017. 

 

It would be impossible to list all who have worked or 

volunteered at DCHA over the last 40 years. Without  

the dedication of such people to our organization, 

DCHA would be a shadow of its current self. 
 

{z 

H. Fletcher  Davidson 

1942 

John Raitt 

1947 

Grant Dent  

1948 

John Monroe  

1949 

Shirley Houck 
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Buildings 
Shortly after DCHA was formed the organization be-

gan looking for a building to house a museum. The 

Frisbee House was first suggested at the June 1948 

meeting, along with the old Delaware Academy 

building. DCHA bought the Frisbee House/Farm for 

$6,500 on August 27, 1960 and took title of the prop-

erty on September 7, 1960. Included in this 60-acre 

site was the timber-framed barn and Frisbee Family 

cemetery. 

Frisbee House 
The Gideon Frisbee House, built in 1797, is still 

standing on its original site.  Gideon Frisbee, the 

original owner, was a judge, tavern keeper, farmer 

and entrepreneur.  On March 31, 1797, Delaware 

County held its first Supervisors meeting in the tav-

ern room of the house. 

 

Still standing on its original site, the Frisbee timber- 

framed barn houses farm implements and ma-

chinery depicting the day-to-day story of 19th century 

farming in upstate New York.  The barn was built in 

the late eighteenth century, around the same time as 

the house. The attached pole barn (at right in photo) 

was constructed by DCHA in the fall of 1973. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Frisbee Family Cemetery - a two-hundred-

year-old cemetery - is an excellent example of a typi-

cal rural cemetery. Gideon Frisbee and seven of his 

children are buried here, along with other members of 

the family. There are also graves of six military veter-

ans ð two from the Revolutionary War and four 

from the War of 1812. 

 

Soon after DCHA acquired the Frisbee House other 

buildings were offered to the Association. A tollgate 

house from Stamford was the first to be offered in 

1961 followed by a schoolhouse from Kortright in 

1965 along with a gun shop from Hamden that same 

year. The Amos Wood gun shop from Hamden was 

the first of the three buildings to actually be moved to 

the site on November 7, 1966. Next was the tollgate 

house in July 1968. The Husted Hollow schoolhouse 

arrived on site in 1969. The final building moved to 

the museum was the Woodin blacksmith shop and 

corn crib from Andes on June 11, 1993. 

 

The Husted Hollow School, built in the 1870s, 

once stood in School District 10, Town of Kortright, 

and served the community until 1934.  This one-room 

school house was donated by Mr. James Davis & Mr. 

Robert McDowell. Currently the building hosts a 

small exhibit on the history of one-room schools in 

Delaware County. The school appears as it would 

have at the turn of the 20th century. Here students 

Frisbee House, November 1960  

Frisbee House, late 1960s  

Frisbee Barn, 2007. Photo by Barbara Onasch 
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would have been taught the basics of reading, writ-

ing, arithmetic, and spelling, along with some geogra-

phy, history, and nature study.  

Gun Shop 
Amos Wood, gunsmith, postmaster, farmer and in-

ventor, used this building in North Hamden from 

1867 to 1924 as both a gun shop and post office. The 

shop appears much as it did between 1885 and 1890. 

DCHA bought the gun shop from Amos Woodôs 

granddaughter, Mrs. Ralph Irwin for $900. The con-

tract was signed on October 24, 1966. A dedication 

for the gun shop was held on July 22, 1972. Mr. 

Werden Goodemoot coordinated the final restoration 

of the gun shop and planned the dedication.  

Tollgate 
The Tollgate house once stood on the Susquehanna 

(Catskill) Turnpike in the Town of Stamford. The 

turnpike ran from Catskill on the Hudson River to 

Unadilla on the Susquehanna River. A tollgate house 

was posted every 10 miles to collect tolls that would 

be used to maintain the road and pay the dividends 

owed to the Susquehanna Turnpike Road Company 

shareholders. The house was donated to the Delaware 

County Historical Association by Fred Murphy and 

moved to DCHAôs site on July 12, 1968. It was origi-

nally used as a caretakerôs house. The first caretaker 

arrived on November 1, 1969.   

 

The President reported that we are to have a Care-

taker at the museum. He is Mr. Elwood Frisbee. Mr. 

Frisbee is married and has a 17 year old son. The 

son has short hair and wears ordinary clothes. The 

Frisbees are planning to move here November 1, 

1969. They will live in the Toll-gate house.  

DCHA minutes ï September 13, 1969 

There were several caretakers throughout the years in 

addition to Elwood Frisbee: Mr. & Mrs. David Rich-

ter, Mr. & Mrs. Gary Loos, Jane Curley, and Bob & 

Lynn Burrows.  

 

By the summer of 1986 the tollgate was remodeled to 

be used as a visitor orientation center and gift shop. 

In 2002 the gift shop was moved to the main admin-

istration building. Currently the tollgate features the 

exhibit A Road Well Travelled: The Susquehanna 

Turnpike.  This exhibit explores the history of the 

Susquehanna Turnpike, the main road west through 

the Catskills in the 1800s, and the circumstances 

which led to its decline.  

 

Blacksmith Shop & Corn Crib 
The Woodin Blacksmith Shop, from the Woodin 

farm in Wolf Hollow, Andes, was moved to the site 

along with a corncrib in 1993.  This late 19th century 

building served as a blacksmith and repair shop for 

three generations of the Woodin family and was do-

nated by the Woodins. A few times a year the forge is 

fired up for a demonstration to visiting school kids. 

DCHAôs school house in its original location,  

Arbor Day, May 5, 1911 

Tollgate, 1930, original location in Stamford 

Amos Wood gun shop on original location, date unknown 
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Administration/Archives Building 

The Administration/Archives building was built in 

1976 by the Delhi Tech vocational department stu-

dents. It houses two exhibit galleries, a gift/book 

shop, administration offices, museum collections and 

the H. Fletcher Davidson Library/Archives. Officers 

of DCHAôs building committee who worked on the 

project included: Merle Houck, chairman; H. Fletcher 

Davidson, county historian; Tracy Matthews, David 

Smith, George Kenney, Frank and Helen Lane, Ward 

Herrmann and Werden Goodemoot. John Raitt was 

president of DCHA at the time. The building was de-

signed by Architect Joseph Frederick of the Delhi 

Tech Ag School. C.R. Jones, conservator of the 

Cooperstown historical museum, was an advisor. 

The library was dedicated to H. Fletcher Davidson on 

October 1, 1977. The archives house the associationôs 

rich collection of paper materials on Delaware Coun-

ty history, including diaries, account books, maps and 

photographs.  The association acquires most of its 

objects and paper materials through the generous 

gifts of people interested in preserving local history. 

 

The Merle Houck Nature Trail was created by Will 

Frisbee and the Kiwanis Club in the summer of 1985 

ï 86 as a memorial to Merle Houck. The trail starts 

just past the Frisbee House and winds its way  along-

side picturesque Elk Creek through the Frisbee Fami-

ly Cemetery and ends up by the Humane Society.   

 

The Christian Church at Fitchôs Bridge still stands on 

its original location just half a mile north of DCHA 

and immediately adjacent to the Fitchôs Covered 

Bridge. The church sits on land leased by Gideon 

Frisbee in 1822 for construction of a ñChristianò 

church.  The Church was last altered in 1859.  In 

1990 the church was donated to DCHA by the Chris-

tian Science Society.   

 

Programs 
From the very beginning DCHA meetings had a pre-

senter on history. On October 6, 1945 - the first offi-

cial meeting of DCHA - president John D. Monroe 

talked about the value of historical research. He told a 

story of research he did on a ñCaptain MacDonald,ò a 

loyalist in the Revolution who headed a group of 

British sympathizers. Mr. Monroe later discovered 

that Captain MacDonald was ñSpanish Johnò Mac-

Donald, a very colorful figure about whom much has 

been written.  

 

These types of programs have continued to this day. 

Authors and historians regularly give lectures, slide 

shows and power point presentations at DCHA. Top-

ics range from railroads, to famous people, politi-

Blacksmith shop being moved from its original site. June 11, 

1993. LaFever Excavating donated a truck, trailer and driver 

Administration building under construction 

John Raitt (left) and H. Fletcher Davidson tour  

Administration building during construction  
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cians, land grants, maps, and many controversial top-

ics like the anti-rent wars and the reservoirs.  

 

Bus Trips 
A fundraising idea created by Sonia deFrances in 

1993 are bus trips to other historic sites in the region.  

Some of the more popular trips have been to the Adi-

rondacks, the Finger Lakes, the Erie Canal and the 

Hudson Valley. The very first bus trip was to the Ad-

irondack Museum and included a dinner cruise on 

Racquette Lake. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 

virus, this year DCHA will not be hosting any bus 

trips - but we do hope to continue next year when 

things are deemed safe to do so! 

 

Other earlier fundraising programs included candle 

light dinners at the Frisbee House, House Tours, and 

the Bi-Annual Quilt show.  

Candlelight Dinners  
The first Candlelight dinner in the Frisbee house was 

held in 1980, as a fundraiser. The fifth year of this 

event DCHA published a cookbook of menus and 

recipes used over the years. Originally organized by 

Ruth Davidson, many volunteers helped out, includ-

ing Enid Carter, John & Carol Dent, Fran Fleming, 

Willard & Lucille Frisbee, Marian Jardine, Jim & 

Ann Kent, Fern MacDonald, Louise McNaught, Pat 

Parsons, Tom Sarchioto, David and Ann Smith, and 

Florence White.  These Candlelight dinners ran for 

over 15 years. The current Enchanted Evening at the 

Gideon Frisbee House, first held in 2000, is very sim-

ilar to the candlelight dinners. This event is a way to 

thank members and encourage new members to join. 

It is held around the same time as the candlelight din-

ners were in late July.  
 

House Tour  
One of the earliest tours of the Frisbee House was for 

the Delhi Village Improvement Societyôs ñHistoric 

Homes Tourò on Saturday July 26, 1969. There were 

325 visitors to the museum that day. DCHA minutes 

reported: 
  

It was a beautiful day and we had at least 325 visi-

tors at the museum. Mr. Ralph Taber of Davenport, 

served as a guide at the Toll-gate and he had at least 

a hundred visitors. The following acted as guides in 

the museum: Mrs. Frank B. Lane, Mrs. Tracy Mat-

thews, Mrs. Earl Knapp, Mrs. L.P. Mauer, Mrs. Hen-

ry L. Hovemeyer, Sr., Mrs. William Schultz, Miss Su-

san Hoag and Miss Caroline E. Stoddart. The follow-

ing were from the Delhi VIS and they were in cos-

tume, Mrs. James M. Johnson, Cathy Johnson, Linda 

Houck, and Jane Stewart. The floral arrangements 

throughout the house were done by the Delaware 

County Horticultural Society.   

DCHA minutes ï August 9, 1969 

 

Quilt show 
DCHA has hosted quilt 

shows in one form or an-

other since 1983 when Lois 

Gould coordinated the first 

large show at DCHA.  131 

pieces were on display for 

the first show and 380 peo-

ple attended the show over 

three days ð September 

16, 17 and 18, 1983.  

Candlelight dinner in the Frisbee House  

Frisbee House, 1967 

Wall hanging of Frisbee 

House made by Lois Gould, 

1983 
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The Delaware County Town and Country Quilters 

continue to hold a quilt show at DCHA every other 

year. This is a fundraiser for DCHA as the quilters 

generously donate the admissions to the museum. 

DCHA recently received a donation of a wall hanging 

made by Lois Gould that depicts the Frisbee House. 

This wall hanging was raffled at the 1983 show.  

 

Annual Meeting/Award of Merit 
A committee including Helen Lane, Tom Briggs and 

Fran Fleming created DCHAôs Award of Merit in 

1986 as a way to recognize organizations and individ-

uals who have made significant contributions to the 

preservation and presentation of Delaware County 

history.  The first awardees were recognized at 

DCHAôs annual meeting, February 1, 1987. They in-

cluded: Hanford Mills Museum for the restoration of 

the mill wheel; the Roxbury Rotary club for the resto-

ration of the Old School Baptist Church; Pearl 

Whigham, Franklin town historian, for her research 

and preserving the town history; Robert Terry of Del-

aware Heritage for his role in the development of the 

song/story concert, ñDown River by Raft,ò and Mary 

Briggs of the Davenport Historical Society for her 

publication ñBits and Pieces About the Schools of 

Davenport, NY 1817 ï 1986.ò DCHA continues to 

honor individuals and organizations that have  signif-

icantly added to our countyôs history. 

 

Educational Programs  

In June of 1996 DCHA held a program for fourth 

graders to explore rural life in the 1800s. Originally 

called an immersion, or field day for fourth graders, 

over 350 students from 12 different schools attended. 

This program continues to this day under the name of 

Produce, Preserve and Play (P3 by staff). Students 

learn through hands-on experience. Some of the earli-

er workshops included tatting, square dancing by Hil-

ton and Stella Kelly, and farm work with a sickle, 

scythe and rake. Basket making, butter making, 

weaving and town ball were a few more activities the 

children got to participate in. A couple of presenters 

at the original field day still present today: George 

Eicher, blacksmith and Lisa Merian, spinner. 
 

Delaware County Fair 
We did an ñactivityò tent at the county fair. Weôd 

have a couple (loosely) history-related activities for 

kids to try each day ï tickets were 25 cents for each 

activity and parents were thrilled to give their kids a 

buck or two and leave them for a while.  We would 

get folks (from downstate usually) who thought it was 

so cool that we had all the craft supplies and tem-

plates and directions ï the parents would often buy 

their own tickets to do stuff and then use tickets to get 

ñto-goò packages of a craft. We had big tubs of do-

nated yarn, papers, cloth, paint, etc. and people en-

joyed picking out stuff.  

 ï Lynn Entwisle, (former Program Coordinator) 

 January 1, 2020 

 

Technology ï Online 
DCHA joined the World Wide Web in November of 

1996 with the launch of our first website, originally 

designed by Bill Eggler, operations manager at 

DCHA. Over the years the website has evolved and 

grown bigger and more interactive with DCHAôs Fa-

cebook page. DCHA is also the custodian of the Del-

aware County Genealogy page 

(www.dcnyhistory.org), still maintained by its creator 

Jean Riedinger. DCHA gets hundreds of requests a 

year via email and Facebook for historic research in 

the library. A few of DCHAôs collections have been 

made available through the New York Heritage digi-

tal collection website at https://nyheritage.org/  Sheep sheering at P3, 1990s 

DCHA Tent at the Delaware County Fair, 1990s 

https://nyheritage.org/
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Staff 
DCHA was entirely volunteer-run until 1981. In the 

fall of that year, Shirley Houck was hired as librarian 

and Dorothy Kubik became the secretary. A grant 

allowed DCHA to hire the first full-time paid direc-

tor, Linda Norris, who began work here on January 4, 

1982. Three more directors followed: Elizabeth (Liz) 

Callahan took over from Linda in the fall of 1994, 

and Joan Odess, who was hired as the Collections 

Manager in 1998, became the director in 2001. When 

Joan left DCHA the current director, Tim Duerden, 

took the reins in March of 2003.  Since 2001 Angela 

Gaffney has served DCHA as Collections Manager. 

 

Many staff, board members and volunteers have 

come and gone over the years. Everyone brought a 

unique perspective and expertise to DCHA that 

helped to highlight or grow a particular aspect of the 

organization. In the 1980s and early 1990s there was 

a lot of funding for larger exhibits developed with the 

help of folklorists. These projects created an amazing 

collection of interviews and research on such topics 

as farming, the county fair, anti-rent war, ethnic re-

sorts, hunting, trapping and fishing, and land use.  In 

the early 2000s, DCHAôs smaller staff focused their 

attention on more manageable outreach programs and 

on smaller, but more frequent events and presenta-

tions.  

 

Over the years a very popular aspect of DCHA has 

been our research library and archives. Nancy Can-

non followed Shirley Houck in the library and Barba-

ra Davidson worked at DCHA for over 10 years as 

the paper conservator. The more recent library man-

ager, Helen Casey, stepped down in 2010 and Ray 

LaFever took over in April 2011. Helen has contin-

ued to volunteer here in the library.  

Help us tell the story of  DCHA 
 

 Over the winter and spring we have been collecting memories of DCHA from past and present volun-

teers, board members and staff to help commemorate 75 years of DCHA. We would love to hear your stories 

about DCHA.  

 Some questions we have asked people: What makes DCHA special to you? When and how did you 

first hear about us? What is your best memory of DCHA? What is the weirdest thing you can remember that 

happened here? What continues to bring you back to DCHA? Why do you think DCHA is important to the 

local community? Is there any one person, or persons, who make you think of DCHA?  

 These memories/stories will be saved in the archives, used in our exhibit on the History of DCHA and 

some may be shared on our Facebook page throughout the year.   

 Please email dcha@delhi.net or mail your story to: DCHA 46546 State Hwy 10 Delhi, NY 13753.  

 DCHA and Shirley and Merle Houck are forev-

er linked in my memories. Shirley was the unpaid li-

brary director and Merle was the President of DCHA. 

Together they laid the groundwork for the Association 

to become the vital organization it is today. 

 In April 1978, Shirley Houck asked if I would 

volunteer at DCHA. I did and later that summer she 

asked if I would consider being the paper conservator. 

She arranged with Christine Ward, who was then at the 

Albany Institute of History and Art, for Diane Clark, the 

DCHA librarian, and me to be trained in basic conserva-

tion techniques. We went to Albany one day a week for 

several weeks for the training. 

 Shirley was a whiz at establishing relations with 

important people and digging money out of unlikely 

places to fund her dreams. She was absolutely unfazed 

by the many obstacles in her path.  She dreamed big and 

charged ahead. I learned to never underestimate her 

abilities. 

 The SARA conservation/preservation grants the 

library received were very important in maintaining the 

collection.  My position was funded by Olive Bishop 

Price monies. This was important because one of the 

requirements to receive SARA grants was that the insti-

tution show a dedication to their program.  Shirley and 

the DCHA Board are to be commended for the strong 

support they gave the library. It was unusual for a small, 

poor county like Delaware to have a library/archives, let 

alone a conservation program. 

 Shirley loved to arrange programs. She did it for 

the library and for the Association. She was busy on one 

such program when she asked how many people I 

thought would attend. Oh, maybe 75? Really, Barbara, I 

have that many volunteers! And on Saturday there were 

75 volunteers and many more participants. 

 I left DCHA July 1, 1990 to work in the Dela-

ware County Records Management program. 

 

Celebrating 75 Years of DCHA: Barbara Davidsonô s Story of DCHA 
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DCHA is collecting information on life in Delaware 

County during the COVID-19 pandemic and how our lives 

have changed.  

 

¶ How is the pandemic affecting your daily life?  

¶ Has sickness visited your home or family?  

¶ Did you have to close a business, lay people off, or 

shut down an organization?  

¶ Have you been laid off or furloughed?  

¶ Are you a medical professional working to curb the 

disease?  

¶ Are you an employee who has continued to work in an 

óessentialô commercial or government capacity?  

¶ Are you working from home? If so, how are you ac-

complishing this? 

¶ How are your children dealing with schooling?  

¶ How are you and your family coping with social dis-

tancing and isolation?  

¶ How are you staying in touch with family members 

elsewhere?  

¶ Are there stories of joy amidst the fear, uncertainty 

and sadness?  

¶ How are you carrying out your basic everyday activi-

ties differently? 

An example in my life as to how Iôm doing things differ-

ently is the way I handle my mail. When I get my mail, I 

review it quickly, put it in a basket and spray it lightly 

with a disinfectant. I immediately wash my hands and then 

wait three days to look at it more closely. I also disinfect 

the mailbox handle and door. Maybe Iôm being overly 

cautious - and itôs not my intention to start a debate here 

on the wisdom of this. Iôm just demonstrating how one 

thing in my life has changed due to the pandemic. We all 

are doing things differently than what we used to consider 

our ónormal.ô Weôd like to see examples of this in your 

life.  

 

Please send your thoughts, stories, observations, photo-

graphs, short video or audio clips to us at dcha@delhi.net. 

We will archive these items for future generations. If you 

do not wish to share your thoughts or experiences with us 

right now, thatôs fine. Regardless, please document them 

for your grandchildren. 

 

Help us document how Delaware County has dealt with 

this world-changing event so those who come after us will 

better understand how we addressed it locally. 

Documenting Life in Delaware During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
By Ray LaFever 

COVID-19 - DCHA Plans for Re-Opening 
 

Historic buildings -  DCHA will tentatively re-open to the public on Friday, June 26. On that day we will 

once again welcome visitors to tour our historic buildings.  
 

Exhibits and giftshop -  On the same day we will also invite sales from our extensive collections of books ï 

although physical access to the store will be regulated by staff until it becomes safe to allow shoppers to 

browse our shelves. Access to our exhibit spaces will be restricted until further notice. Please, always wear a 

mask! 
 

Research library - Our research library will tentatively re-open on Tuesday, June 30. Once again, we will 

begin with only partial access to the research area on Tuesdays and Wednesdays each week. Researchers will 

be required to contact us before their planned trip here. You may call 607-746-3849, or email dcha@delhi.net 

to let us know of your plans. Until further notice, researchers who arrive here without having made an ap-

pointment, will be refused entry. We ask that if you are not feeling well, you cancel your visit. Please, always 

wear a mask! 
 

DCHA will reserve the right to deny access to the museum, gift shop and library if there is any cause for con-

cern for the safety and well-being of our staff. 
 

Whatever your reason for wishing to visit us, we welcome you back! Our staff and board would love nothing 

more than to resume normal operations. However, at the present time, that just doesnôt seem entirely prudent. 

So, please wear a mask! - and practice those common-sense social distancing habits we have all learned over 

the last couple of months. 
 

Please donôt hesitate to contact us with questions or concerns. Due to the uncertain nature of the current situa-

tion, we would also recommend that you contact us before visiting to make sure our re-opening plans as out-

lined above are still in place. 

mailto:dcha@delhi.net
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Walt Dette was known to 

many as a gifted creator 

of fishing flies in the 

Catskills. Born in 1907 

in Woodcliff, NJ, he 

came to the Roscoe area 

in 1921, where he pur-

sued his love of fly fish-

ing. ñDressing fliesò was 

a closely guarded secret. 

One professional dresser 

told Walt to ñgo to hellò 

when he asked if he 

would share his exper-

tise. Walt learned how 

the experts did it by buy-

ing their flies and meticu-

lously deconstructing 

them, with the help of his 

wife Winnie. Instead of keeping the knowledge he 

gained secret, he shared this knowledge with all who 

asked. Walt died in 1994 at the age of 86, and just 

one day before the opening of trout season. His obitu-

ary appeared in the New York Times. 

 

While Walt and his family were lauded for their un-

tiring work to preserve the sport of fly-fishing in the 

Catskills, here at DCHA, we laud him for another 

reason ï his amazing collection of over 700 images 

taken when he was working on the Pepacton Reser-

voir project. He worked on the construction of the 

Downsville dam, first as a carpenter, then as a drafts-

man and tunnel surveyor for the New York City 

Board of Water Supply. 

Some of the images from 

this collection have been 

used in publications, but 

I recently realized that 

the vast bulk of the col-

lection, though pro-

cessed, had not been 

scanned. I started some 

scanning just before the 

pandemic and subse-

quent lockdown. As we 

wait to reopen, Iôve been 

taking the opportunity to 

get the whole collection 

scanned. As of this writ-

ing, a little over 10% of 

the collection is done. My 

goal is to try and have the 

entire collection scanned by the end of the year. 

 

One of the challenges with the collection is that not 

every image was identified. Sometimes we have a lot 

of information, but other times we only have a date. 

And at times, we donôt even have that. As these are 

óuncoveredô through scanning, weôll share some of 

them on DCHAôs Facebook page and through the 

newsletter, in the hope that someone might recognize 

some of the people in the images.  

From the Archives: Walt Dette 
By Ray LaFever 

This image should be familiar to many. It has been used in multi-

ple publications. It dates from September 1950 and shows a  

drilling crew working on the Pepacton Intake tunnel.  

These images show a railway car on site. Weôd love to know the four gentleman in the one image and if anyone recognizes where 

this was taken. The images were not dated. 
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$ &     History Corner    $ &  

ñWild Menò in Delaware County by Samantha Misa 

2020 Raffle Prize 
 

A woven blanket with the 

Diamond Jubilee Anniver-

sary Logo is DCHAôs raffle 

item this year.  The blanket 

measures 50ò x 60ò and is 

currently on display in the 

museumôs gift shop. Raffle 

tickets are $1 each or 6 for 

$5. The drawing will take 

place at our annual meeting 

on Sunday, November 8, 

2020.  

 

Diamond Jubilee T-Shirts 
 

Even though we canôt celebrate in 

person, you can celebrate with us 

from a distance. Buy a Jubilee T-

shirt and post a picture of yourself 

wearing it on our Facebook page. 

 

DCHA Diamond Jubilee shirts are 

locally designed and printed. The 

shirts are 100% cotton & are 

available in small, medium, large 

and extra-large sizes. Blue or yellow. $15 per shirt. 

We can ship shirts for an additional $5 to any address 

in the USA. 

 In 1895, the local news in Hancock reported 

that a sasquatch-like ñwild manò was wreaking havoc 

in the area. The creatureôs strength was immense, and 

it was reported that it could immobilize a horse and 

drag the animalôs body off into the woods. It would 

also carry off sheep and hogs, leaving farmers who 

witnessed it in action ñtoo frightened to give a very 

definite description.ò Large 

tracks left by the wild man 

were often spotted in the woods 

after a sighting.  

 Other signs that the wild 

man was in the area included 

broken and pulled up trees and 

saplings. A group of men inves-

tigating these sightings claimed 

to have come across the crea-

tureôs ñlair,ò but finding it full 

of bones and a horse carcass, 

ñleft in sudden haste.ò 

 A similar story occurred 

in a rural part of Franklin in 

Delaware County, where a Civ-

il War veteran named Charles 

Baker had an odd encounter 

with an unknown creature - 

possibly a human, possibly 

something else. In the fall of 

1898, Baker and a number of 

other Franklin residents spotted 

a ñhalf-naked manò wandering 

the Bissell Hill area of the town. Newspapers report-

ed that the ñwild manò would peer in windows, but 

usually remained a good distance from people. If ap-

proached, the man would retreat back to the woods.  

 The wild man disappeared when winter rolled 

around, and the people of Franklin considered the 

matter closed. In the spring of 1899, however, the 

creature reappeared near the 

residence of Charles Baker, 

and was reported to have 

shouted unintelligibly at the 

women in the residence.  

 The next time the crea-

ture made an appearance, 

Baker was ready with his shot-

gun. Baker spotted the man 

sitting on a stump and dis-

charged his weapon. None of 

the shots hit the man on the 

stump. Baker got closer and 

shot again, and believed he hit 

the creature in the foot as it 

finally retreated. The creature 

was never seen again.  

 Are these reports true, 

or merely local newspapers 

having fun? The men and 

women (wild or otherwise) of 

Delaware County may never 

know.  A section of Franklin from the 1869 Beers Atlas 

showing the area where the wild man was sighted.  


