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The Susguehanna Tu

By Joan Odess

17501790s In a study of the New York turnpike movement
Mountains, streams and thick forests made then 1806 by Benjamin DeWitt, 67 turnpike road
interior of New York State difficult to reach. companies and 21 bridge companies were
In 1753 Catskill explorer and pioneer, Gideon listed.

Hawl ey descri beabstructeé | andscape as i
by fallen trees, old logs, miry places, pointed fiTwentyeight roads may be said to be finished,
rock and entangling roots 0 comprising together a distance of nine hundred
Gideon Hawley as quoted by Seymour Dunbar mi | e s of tur n pd k e r oald
in A History of Travel in America Early study of the turnpikes: Benjamin De Witt,
A sketch of the turnpike roads in the state of
As European settlers pushed farther westward New York

in search of more land, they made their way _ _
down the Susquehanna River, following trails On April 1, 1800 the New York State Legisla-
made by Native Americans and marks on treesture approved the Charter that created the Sug

made by the few settlers that had gone beforequehanna Turnpike Road Company. The Sus
them. guehanna Turnpike would begin at Catskill and

end at Unadilla/Wattles Ferry, a distance of

After the Revolutionary war, there was an in- about 90 miles. Rather than passing through
crease in westward migration, creating a needWindham, the road would follow a route far-
for new and better roads as the existing trailsther north through Conesville.

were not wide enough to accommodate wag-

ons. In response, NYS attempted to improvelnvestors purchased shares in the Susquehan
existing roads using money raised from lotter- Turnpike Road Company, thus financing the
ies. In August 1790, hired by the State, Sur-construction of the road.

veyor C. Gelston set out to map and evaluate

the condition of a route from Wattles Ferry on Construction

the Susquehanna River to Catskill on the Hud-Building a proper road involved a costly ex-
son River by way of penditure of time and

Windham. materials. The bur-
L den of labor fell liter-

The lotteries failed . ally on the backs of

to raise sufficient]s ST | men who were poorly

funds and the Statf SUSQUEHANNA TUEQUNHKE 3 | compensated for their

i INCORPORATED 18 sl o
turneqkto charterlg oLAGED ON NATIONAL REGISTER
turnpixes, —roa OF HISTORIC PLACES

owned and main{ % JANUARY 2, 1974 .| fiThe last resource is
tained by private}] " b e el to engage to work
companies, instead upon the turnpike
18001806 roads. Here the la-
bourer will get one
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dollar per day, and must find himself meat, Meredith was one such road. An act passed i
dri nk, washing, and | 1822 @llowed the Susfuelannd Buyngike Roa
is tasked, and if not accomplished, his wagesCompany to move the Meredith tollgate from
are daockedeé near Miller Hill Road to a mile or so beyond
Cl ements Burleighos
grants to Amer icao puggi shad eay Ly elr@]@n?m(e'ksf‘éf
Travels Through the United States of America caught, had to pay three times the .tob

hn Melish
by John Melis Dor ot hy WestBhrokgh the Catskills:

. e - . The Susquehanna Turnpike
In 1792, the legislature gave specific directions q pec

for improving public roads and building T4 cope with the loss of revenue resulting from
bridgeevseer yn bri dgeeéeer eggighs tReNcBmpafyOwis granted permis
structed pursuant to this act, shall be made of gjg, 19 establish tollgates at fivaile intervals

stone masonry, and shall be covered with tim-jngtead of tenmile intervals and collect half

ber or plank, of at least four inches thick with {14 tare at each, thereby decreasing the effeq

a strong rail oworKk 0n ;8R%E Hthdsk BRIE

Act of NYS Legislature

Commerce
Progress was slow and setbacks were numers

. The turnpj
ous . Jm i e EpEE iy Wa erwa?Lysg(;l)ﬁ allowed merchants to ship thei

\t/)vrzi%zz (())LTt éhe SUBELR TG, TS Weregoods more quickly and cheaply than hauling

J - Van
County

V e ¢ h Higany ofV@rekdee r 6 s

After five years of toil, the Turnpike was con
pleted in 1806.

RATES OF TOLL,

ESTABLISHED BY THE LAW,
RELATIVE TO THE

Sufquehannah T urnpike-
Corporation.

FOR EVERY {core of fheep, or hogs, eight cents.

For every fcore of cattle, horfes or mules, twenty
cents ; and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs
numbet of theep, hogg, cattle, horfes or mules.

Tollgates

In order to maintain the road and pay the di
dends owed to the Susquehanna Turng
Road Company shareholders, tollgate hou
were built every ten miles. Here the tollga
keeper lived and received a salary in return
collecting tolls from travelers.

For every horfe and rider, or led horfe, five cetits.

\N

| eElktCGreek Rdad §oAas\o catch any shHunpikers

C?fOVidGOL access to three major

Rates of toll varied according to type of traffi
A éhe General Turnpike Act of 1807 ga
lower toll rates to wagons with sirch weels,
and free passage to those with twelveh
wheels as these damaged the road less t
more narrow ones .

Dor ot hy WestBhiokgh the Catskills: |.

The Susquehanna Turnpike

Local residents often tried to evade the toll |

creating shunpikes, roads which branched
the turnpike before the tollgate and rejoined
turnpike beyond the gate. Miller Hill Road

Fer every fulkey, chair or chaife, with one horfe,
twelve and an half cents.

For every cart drawn by one hotfe, {ix cents.

For every chariot, coach, coachee, or phzton, twen-
ty-five cents.

For every ftage-woggon, or other four wheel carriage,
drawn byt\vohorfc.\,nmlesoroxen,t\\'el\'eand an half
cents ; and three cents for every additional horfe,
mule or ox.

For every cart drawn by two oxen, twelve and an
half cents ; and for every additional horfe or
ox, three cents.

For every fleigh or fled, fix cents, if drawn by two
horfes or oxen ; and in like proportion if drawn by
a greater or lefler number of horfes or oxen.
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them overland the entire way. Waterways in-between stagecoach drivers and passenger,\
cluded the Hudson which connected merchants
with New York City, the Delaware which led
to Philadelphia and the Susquehanna whici The i dea of capitall
emptied into the Chesapeake Bay. Movement by opening a tavern caught on
quickly, and these establishments proliferated
Purchase prices for goods delivered to Newalong the route of the turnpike. It was said

York City were published in local newspaperst hat travelers coul d ffi

advising rural merchants of the market value of Dor ot hy West@dhrdughshe Catskills:
their goods. The Susquehanna Turnpike

fin the case of the Susquehanna Turnpike, the@Verns provided a restifgace and a meal
main return that stockholders envisionedfor Weary travelers who, in turn supplied tav-
would come in the form of new settlers clear-8M keepers and fellow patrons with news from

ing and developing the land along the route distant towns.

and the flourishing of business as a resuit
Dorot hy WestTlhrdughshe Catskills: NOt all taverns were reputable as noted by

The Susquehanna Turnpike Samuel J. P dtrskreerthatithere 1 |4
were Otavernsoé and dri

Businesses of every kind could be found fromrobberlike tavern keeper who expected every
one end of the turnpike to the other. stagecoach passenger to pay his then three
cents for his glass of homemade whiskey, and

fiDroves of hundreds of head of cattle andooked dangerously at every one of us that
sheep were passed daiwoyldmotbuy his alcoholic fluid. So that by

Dr. Gaius L. Halsey Reminiscences advice of the stage driver we bought custard
1890

fiSome taverns catered to the numergus
drovers who thronged the road with
t heir ani mal s. e t he tavern woul d
have to be some distance from the lo-
cal village in order to provide fieldg
for the livestock. The tavern keeper
would also need to have watering
troughs to refresh the animals aftgr
their long tiring wallo .
Dor ot hy VWestbrhraughsthe
Catskills: The Susquehanna Turnpike

AStages wi t h t hrlee and f our extr a
teams heavily loaded hourly passed _ - _
both ways. Private carriages without numberPi€S: Villainously made, or the worse mince
were to be seen loaded with people and theiP | €S, or the o6l ast of

baggage, going on journeys to visit friends at aJ€" cake, to relieve the I_andlord of the taverns,
distanced at one to three cents apiece. Or the root beer,

Dr. Gaius L. HalseyReminiscences890 often made quite well, at times like sweetened
woodashes, lye; undrinkable; the whiskey

Mile markers were erected at enele inter- drinkers taking the whiskey, that for hours

vals along the turnpike to avoid fare disputes /

38.



